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“l. Reaffirms that, in revoking the three parliamentary privileges in question, the
Knesset punished Ms. Zoabi on account of her having exercised her freedom of
speech by expressing a political position through her participation in the Gaza-
bound convoy; reaffirms that punishment for the expression of a political
position is unacceptable in a democracy, and emphasizes that, on the contrary,
as stated by the Speaker in his letter of June 2010, democracy requires and
indeed thrives on the expression and debate of different views, necessarily
including those critical of government policies;

2. Fears that the Knesset’s treatment of Ms. Zoabi may ultimately be detrimental
to freedom of expression and the possibility open to MKs of voicing in - and
outside — parliament opinions and political positions which are critical of
government policies and action;
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3. Urges once again the Knesset and in particular the Speaker to make every
effort to remedy this situation as early as possible, since such situations can but
harm the democratic functioning of the parliament, and hence to take the
necessary measures to restore all of Ms. Zoabi’s parliamentary rights and
privileges;”
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