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"It is possible that everything we want to say about the dignity
of a people could by some heroic effort of analysis be reduced
in the end to an account of the massive contribution that a
given community makes to sustaining the dignity of its
individual members. But it is also possible a people qua
community has a human importance in terms of culture,
identity, destiny that goes beyond what is severally or
cumulatively good for the human individuals that it comprises,
an Importance that cannot be characterized except in
communal terms. It is possible that even though groups are in
the end nothing but composites of individuals, yet there is
something in the group as such that has importance in itself.
We should be ready to give the best account we can of this
something, if it exists, and it may be impossible to do so
without characterizing it in dignitary terms [...] Also, even
when individual rights and obligations are at issue, groups may
develop a stake in those issues that requires to be respected
as much as the dignity of the individuals originaily affected.
For example, it may be that, in some cases where the primary
injustice we are fighting is injustice at the individual level, talk
of group dignity can be a way of conveying respect for the
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community that has taken upon itself the burden of
remembering the injustice and of trying to do something
about it.

Jeremy Waldron, The Dignity of Groups, New York University School of Law, Public Law
& Legal Theory Research Paper, Working Paper No. 08-53, November 2003, pp. 21-23.
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract id=1287174
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