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"In an attempt to disperse the demonstrations, the Israeli
military authorities have used live ammunition, rubber
coated steel bullets and tear gas, all of which have
resulted in deaths and injuries amongst the Palestinians.
Heavier weapons have also been used, including rockets



fired by infantry and from helicopters, armoured vehicles
which have been deployed throughout the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank, and heavy machine guns. The use of
heavy weapons has raised the incidence of death and
Injury amongst non-combatants and, indeed, several such
deaths occurred during the period of the High
Commissioner’s Vvisit.

A high percentage of the injuries sustained by Palestinians
have been to the upper part of their body, including a
large number of eye injuries, some caused by the firing of
“rubber” bullets at close range. The result is often the
loss of an eye, but can also be severe brain damage or
death. In subsequent discussions senior IDF
representatives accepted the potential lethalness of
“rubber” bullets, and also that of tear gas, if used in a
confined area, as has been alleged.

According to the Red Cross/Red Crescent, as of 20
November, 86 children (aged 18 and under) had been
killed and over 3,000 injured, two to three hundred of
whom, it is estimated, will have permanent disabilities.
According to the same source, hundreds of Palestinian
children have been obliged to abandon their homes in
order to escape the violence. The destruction of family
dwellings has left more than a thousand children without
homes, often in situations of food shortage and without
access to medical care."
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"47. The Commission received disturbing evidence about
both the rubber-coated bullets and the live ammunition
employed by the IDF. The former are, apparently,
designed to target particular individuals and not to
disperse crowds. Moreover, it is misleading to refer to
them as “rubber bullets” as they are metal bullets with a
thin rubber coating. The live ammunition employed
includes high-velocity bullets which splinter on impact
and cause the maximum harm. Equally disturbing is the
evidence that many of the deaths and injuries inflicted
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were the result of head wounds and wounds to the upper
body, which suggests an intention to cause serious bodily
injury rather than to restrain demonstrations
/confrontations."
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