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“It seems clear to the present writer that payment of extra
children’s allowances to “soldiers” and “family members”
is an instance of covert discrimination. There is no
reasonable connection between service in the army and the
extra allowances, as can be seen if the following factors are
considered:

A soldier is a person who served at any time in the past in
the army, and for any length of time. Thus, for example, a
person who served for a month thirty years ago, and was
then discharged automatically becomes eligible for the
extra allowances.

The type of payment, a children’s allowance for medium-
sized and large families, bares no relation to the criterion
for payment: service in the army, police or prison service.
This type of payment is clearly a social benefit and not
some kind of benefit given to ex-soldiers to enable them to
adjust to civilian life. Benefits of this type paid either
universally, or according to income criteria, are
understandable. But it is difficult to understand how army
service at any time...can be regarded as a relevant criterion

for entitlement to such benefits."
N9

David Kretzmer, The Legal Status of the Arabs in Israel (Westview press 1990)
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