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"If you put a glass barrier between a child and
a parent, it's crazy-making for the children.
They feel they can't get to the person they
love—there's this wall between them that they
don’t understand. It's almost like putting the
parent in a box."
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Of course, the physical layout of a visiting room
and accommodations available therein will
influence the visit itself and the degree to which
an immediately positive or negative perception
is created in the child. It is obvious that visiting
through Plexiglas by a phone line versus sitting
in a playroom that offers the opportunity for
child-based interaction, produces different
perceptions. (Emphasis added).

Philip R. Magaletta, Dominic P. Herbst, "Fathering From Prison: Common Struggles
and Successful Solutions". Psychotherapy: Theory, Research, Practice, Training.

Spring 2001 Vol. 38, No. 1, 88-96. (2001).
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172D YR IN NN DY WP

"Touch is basic to the nurturing process. A baby
looking through a plate of glass at incarcerated
mother would really be looking at his reflection
in the window, not making a connection with
the parent at all."
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"Once an incarcerated parent is released, notes
Dr. Howard, "if they don’t have a good
relationship with the child, then their ability to
take care of the child and have the child be
responsive to them will be much diminished. If
there were no bodily contact at all, I would
expect no relationship with young children".

Nell Bernstein, Punishment for the whole Family, 8/05/02°.
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8 http://www.salon.com/mwt/feature/2002/05/08/contact_visits
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"Studies show that frequent, regular visitation is
beneficial to children of incarcerated parents.
Children who wvisit their incarcerated parents
score higher on measures of well-being,
intelligence, and emotional and behavioral
measures. However, traditional visit settings can
be hard on children and incarcerated parents.
Visitors experience long waits, crowded
facilities, and behavioral restrictions. Conditions
in the standard visit setting are generally
inappropriate for children and are not conducive
to  meaningful  parent-child interaction.
Enhanced visitation programs can reduce the
negative impacts of parental incarceration by
allowing children and their parents to interact
more closely in child-oriented environments"
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Children of Incarcerated Parents and Enhanced Visitation Programs: Impacts of The
Living Interactive Family Education (LIFE) Program, Dr. Elizabeth Dunn and J.
Gordon Arbuckle August 2002.

(http://outreach.missouri.edu/fcrp/lifeevaluation/programimpacts.htm)
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,Kathleen Block & Margaret Potthast m9annn M3 190 ARMNN Yy 70
22D

”Several states have developed enhanced
visitation programs for incarcerated mothers and
their children. Seeking to normalize interaction,
these programs provide more flexible visiting
schedules, play with toys and activities and
longer contact times. One of these programs is
Girl Scouts Beyond Bars (GSBB), an enhanced
visitation program in which incarcerated
mothers and their daughters meet twice per
month for structured troop activities and one-on-
one private conversation...In  interviews
caregivers indicated that they had observed
substantial positive impacts among the children
in their care since they began GSBB. These
improvements consisted of better
communication and understanding between
incarcerated mothers and their daughters, a
decrease in antisocial behavior at home, at
school and higher self-esteem. (Emphasis
added).

XA

Block, Kathleen J., and Margaret J. Potthast. "Girl Scouts Beyond Bars: Facilitating

Parent — Child Contact in Correctional Settings". In Children with Parents in Prison:

Child Welfare Policy, Program, and Practice Issues, ed. Cynthia Seymour and Creasie

Finny Hairston, 93-110, New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.
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"For all children, parent-child contact visitation
programs address the need for extended physical
contact between children and their parents.
Traditional visitation programs allow only a
minimal amount of physical contact, and are
extremely restrictive for children who are
accustomed to intensive, repeated physical
interaction with their parents. In contrast,
contact visitation programs allow children and
their parents to interact more closely in child
oriented environments, which should reduce the
amount of stress experienced by parents and
children during visitation and contribute to
successful reunification on release".

:INI

Johnston, Denise, Intervention. In Children of incarcerated Parents, ed. Katherine

Gabel and Denise Johnston, 199-236. New York: Lexington Books.
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L. Ohlin, The Stability and Validity of Parole Experience Tables. Doctoral

Dissertation, University of Chicago. (1954).

N. Fenton, The Prisoner's Family: A Study of Family Counseling in an Adult

Correctional Institution. Palo Alto, Ca., Pacific. (1959).

B.S. Carlson & N. Cervera, Inmates and their Families. Criminal Justice and

Behavior, 18 (3), 318-339.
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The strengthening of relationship between the
inmate and his family, has been found to be an
important factor in the rehabilitation process. (In
a research of Dr. Levenstein, 1980). A third of
the inmates who return to prison, have pointed
out that the reason for their re-incarceration, was
their failure to reunite with their close family,
that provoked their despair and unwillingness to
become rehabilitated.

Avraham Hoffman, "The Hidden Victims — Inmates' Children" in the Prisoners
Rehabilitation Authority Philosophy and Programs: Selected Articles, September
2002, pp. 60-67 at 62.
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"In all actions concerning children, whether
undertaken by public or privet social welfare
institutions, courts of law, administrative
authorities or legislative bodies, the best interest
of the child shall be a primary consideration."
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"States Parties shall respect the right of the child
who is separated from one or both parents to
maintain personal relations and direct contact with
both parents on a regular basis, except if it is
contrary to the child best interest."
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"States Parties shall take all appropriate measures
to ensure that the child is protected against all
forms of discrimination or punishment on the
basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions,
or beliefs of the child's parents, legal guardians or
family members".
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"The States Parties to the present Covenant
recognize that:

The widest possible protection and assistance
should be accorded to the family, which is the
natural and fundamental group unit of society,
particularly for its establishment and while it is
responsible for the care and education of
dependent children...
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Special measures of protection and assistance
should be taken on behalf of all children and
young persons without any discrimination for
reasons of parentage or other conditions... "
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