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"No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment".*
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62. The Court considers that in the situation where
the applicant was already subjected to a great
number of control measures, and in the absence of
convincing security needs, the practice of weekly
strip-searches that was applied to the applicant for a
period of approximately three and a half years
diminished his human dignity and must have given
rise to feelings of anguish and inferiority capable of
humiliating and debasing him. The applicant himself
confirmed that this was indeed the case in a meeting
with a psychiatrist, during which he also stated that he
would forsake, for instance, going to the hairdresser’s
so as not to have to undergo a strip-search (see
paragraph 25 above).

63. Accordingly, the Court concludes that the
combination of routine strip-searching with the other
stringent security measures in the EBI amounted to
inhuman or degrading treatment in violation of Article
3 of the Convention. There has thus been a breach of
this provision.®
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59. In addition, whilst strip searches may be
necessary on occasions to ensure prison security or
prevent disorder in prisons, they must be conducted
in an appropriate manner. In the present case, the
prison’s guards verbally abused and derided the
applicant. Their behaviour was intended to cause in
the applicant feelings of humiliation and inferiority.
This, in the Court’s view, showed a lack of respect for
the applicant’s human dignity.®
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® Ibid.
® Iwanczuk v. Poland, no. 25196/94, § 59.
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