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"The Special Rapporteur visited Block “O”, the Brazil Quarter
and the Tel EsSultan neighbourhood of Rafah in the wake of
Operation Rainbow carried out by the IDF in May 2004 and
met with families that had been rendered homeless in the
exercise. In Operation Rainbow, 43 persons were killed,
including 8 who were killed in a peaceful demonstration on 19
May. From 18 to 24 May, a total of 167 buildings were
destroyed or rendered uninhabitable. These buildings housed
379 families (2,066 individuals)... “The Special Rapporteur is
mindful of article 53 of the Fourth Geneva Convention which
provides that any destruction by the occupying Power of
personal property is prohibited except when such destruction is
rendered absolutely necessary by military operations and that
failure to comply with this prohibition constitutes a grave
breach in terms of article 147 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention requiring prosecution of the offenders. The time
has come for the international community to identify those
responsible for this savage destruction of property and to take
the necessary legal action against them.”
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“In investigating the events of May 2004 and other
demolitions, Human Rights Watch documented systematic
violations of international humanitarian law and gross human
rights abuses by the Israeli military. During the major May
incursions of May 18-24, the IDF destroyed houses, roads, and
large fields extensively without evidence that the destruction
was in response to absolute military needs, including in areas
of Rafah far from the border.

In areas of Brazil further from the border, where incursions
were not expected, most of the residents were inside their
homes as armored Caterpillar D9 bulldozers crashed through
the walls. Bulldozers allowed residents to flee but proceeded
with the destruction before they could remove their
belongings. In some cases away from the border, like the
Rafah zoo, the destruction took place after the IDF had secured
the area, in a manner that was time consuming, deliberate, and
comprehensive, rather than in the heat of battle.”
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