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“During May 2004, 298 buildings were demolished in
Rafah and almost 3,800 people were made homeless. A
further 270 residential buildings housing 502 families
were damaged during the May incursions. The
incursions which took place in May were larger in scale
than any other month since September 2000. However,
a total of 1,497 buildings have been destroyed in Rafah
as a result of IDF activities since September 2000, and
15,009 individuals have been made homeless. 82.5% of
these homeless people are refugees. 2,041 homes in
Rafah have been registered as damaged or in need of
repairs as a result of IDF activities since September
2000.”
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Satellite image 1: Rafah demolished and cleared areas, Block K and J, 26 June
2001 and 21 May 2004
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Satellite image 2: Rafah demolished and cleared areas, Block O and Al Brazil,
26 June 2001 and 21 May 2004
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Satellite image 3: Rafah demolished and cleared areas overview
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“53. Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or
personal property belonging individually or collectively
to private persons, or to the State, or to other public
authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is
prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered
absolutely necessary by military
operations.”’(emphasis added)
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“23. In addition to the prohibitions provided by special
Conventions, it is especially forbidden

(g) To destroy or seize the enemy's property, unless
such destruction or seizure be imperatively
demanded by the necessities of war” (emphasis
added)
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