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“Each component part of the drinking-water system - 
the source, treatment, storage, and distribution - must 
function without risk of failure. A failure in one part 
will jeopardize and nullify the effects of other parts that 
function perfectly, as well as the care that has been 
taken to ensure that they do so. Water is liable to 
contamination at all stages in the process of supply, 
hence the need for constant vigilance.” 

�Surveillance Program Requirements, World Health Organization 

Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality , 2nd ed Vol. 2 Geneva, WHO, 1996, pp. 82�
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"States parties have a constant and continuing duty under 
the Covenant to move as expeditiously and effectively as 
possible towards the full realization of the right to water. 
Realization of the right should be feasible and practicable, 
since all States parties exercise control over a broad range 
of resources, including water, technology, financial 
resources and international assistance, as with all other 
rights in the Covenant." 
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