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I am shocked by reports of killings and injuries of people on the boats carrying supplies 
for Gaza, apparently in international waters, in the early hours of this morning.  I 
condemn this violence.  We do not yet know the full facts yet.  More than ten people 
appeared to have been killed and many more wounded.  It is vital that there is a full 
investigation to determine exactly how this bloodshed took place.  I believe Israel must 
urgently provide a full explanation.  I have instructed my Special Coordinator, Robert 
Serry, and UNRWA Commissioner General Filippo Grandi, to actively engage on the 
ground in urging restraint and ensuring that no further harm is done and coordinating 
with all relevant parties. 
 

Joint Statement of  
 

Robert Serry, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and  
Filippo Grandi, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency 

 
31 May 2010 

 
We are shocked by reports of killings and injuries of people on board boats carrying 
supplies for Gaza, apparently in international waters. We condemn the violence and 
call for it to stop. The situation is still ongoing and we are awaiting confirmation of 
what has happened. However, we are in contact with the Israeli authorities to 
express our deep concern and to seek a full explanation. We are also urging them in 
the strongest terms to ensure that no further steps are taken that could endanger 
civilian lives. We wish to make clear that such tragedies are entirely avoidable if 
Israel heeds the repeated calls of the international community to end its 
counterproductive and unacceptable blockade of Gaza. 
 
 
News Release 
                                                               31 May 2010 
 
   UN human rights chief condemns violent interception of Gaza aid 
flotilla 
 
   GENEVA – The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay on 
Monday condemned the Israeli military interception, in international 
waters, of a flotilla of ships carrying aid to the blockaded Gaza Strip, 
which reportedly led to several deaths and numerous injuries, called for 



an immediate and credible independent inquiry, and urged the lifting of 
the blockade. 
 
   “We need to establish exactly what happened. However, nothing can 
   justify the appalling outcome of this operation, which reportedly took 
   place in international waters,” Pillay said. “I unequivocally condemn 
   what appears to be disproportionate use of force, resulting in the 
   killing and wounding of so many people attempting to bring much‐needed 
   aid to the people of Gaza, who have now been enduring a blockade for 
   more than three years.” 
 
   The High Commissioner called for an immediate and fully independent 
   inquiry into today’s operation and killings. “When people are killed 
   there must be serious investigations, and there must be 
accountability,” she said. 
 
   She also urged the Government of Israel to heed the “almost unanimous 
   international view that the continued blockade of Gaza is both inhumane 
   and illegal.” 
 
   “The blockade lies at the heart of so many of the problems plaguing the 
   Israel‐Palestine situation, as does the impression that the Israeli 
   Government treats international law with perpetual disdain,” she said. 
   “If the blockade had been lifted, there would be no need for flotillas 
   like this.” 
 
 

SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT ON THE RECENT INCIDENT IN THE 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

01 June 2010   

The Security Council deeply regrets the loss of life and injuries resulting from the use of force during the 
Israeli military operation in international waters against the convoy sailing to Gaza. The Council, in this 
context, condemns those acts which resulted in the loss of at least ten civilians and many wounded, and 
expresses its condolences to their families.  

The Security Council requests the immediate release of the ships as well as the civilians held by Israel. The 
Council urges Israel to permit full consular access, to allow the countries concerned to retrieve their 
deceased and wounded immediately, and to ensure the delivery of humanitarian assistance from the convoy 
to its destination.  

The Security Council takes note of the statement of the UN Secretary—General on the need to have a full 
investigation into the matter and it calls for a prompt, impartial, credible and transparent investigation 
conforming to international standards.  

The Security Council stresses that the situation in Gaza is not sustainable. The Council reemphasizes the 
importance of the full implementation of Resolutions 1850 and 1860. In that context, it reiterates its grave 
concern at the humanitarian situation in Gaza and stresses the need for sustained and regular flow of goods 
and people to Gaza as well as unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian assistance throughout 
Gaza.  



The Security Council underscores that the only viable solution to Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an 
agreement negotiated between the parties and re-emphasizes that only a two-State solution, with an 
independent and viable Palestinian State living side by side in peace and security with Israel and its other 
neighbours, could bring peace to the region.  

The Security Council expresses support for the proximity talks and voices concern that this incident took 
place while the proximity talks are underway and urges the parties to act with restraint, avoiding any 
unilateral and provocative actions, and all international partners to promote an atmosphere of cooperation 
between the parties and throughout the region.  

 


