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This short paper outlines the main legal and international actions undertaken and publications produced by Adalah relating to “Operation Cast Lead”, the Israeli military assault on Gaza from 27 December 2008-19 January 2009, and the “United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict” (“The Goldstone Mission”) established to investigate the events.
I.  ADALAH’S ACTIONS DURING THE MILITARY ATTACKS

Adalah initiated the following legal actions challenging violations of international human rights (IHRL) and humanitarian law (IHL) against Palestinians in Gaza by Israel:
Targeting civilian population centers / civilian infrastructure / UNRWA schools
· An urgent letter sent on 4 January 2009 to the Defense Minister, Prime Minister and Attorney General (AG), demanding an immediate halt to all military activity directed at civilian population centers and/or liable to result in civilians deaths and injuries, in accordance with IHL. 
· An urgent letter sent by Adalah in its own name and on behalf of six other human rights organizations on 4 January 2009 to the Defense Minister, Prime Minister and AG, demanding that Israel stop targeting civilian infrastructure, including public buildings, as well as Hamas members who are not taking a direct part in hostilities. 

· An urgent demand issued on 12 January 2009 in Adalah's name and on behalf of Al Mezan and Al Haq to the AG and the Military Advocate General (MAG) demanding an independent, impartial criminal investigation into the killing of dozens of Palestinian civilians during the bombing of two UN schools in Gaza, and the criminal indictment of those responsible. The UN subsequently undertook investigations and has issued a Board of Inquiry report. More information
Gaza Prisoners 
· An urgent letter sent on 31 December 2008 to the AG and the Israel Prison Service demanding that around 1,000 prisoners from Gaza incarcerated in Israel be allowed to use telephones to check on their family members. As a result of this intervention, prisoners were permitted to make one phone call. More information
· Adalah visited ten detainees from Gaza who were arrested during “Operation Cast Lead” and incarcerated in Israel. Adalah took detailed affidavits from these prisoners concerning the circumstances of their arrest and detention, and their conditions of confinement. A report co-authored with the Public Committee against Torture in Israel on the Gaza detainees is forthcoming in 2010.  

Striking medical personnel and ambulances / evacuation of the dead and wounded
· A petition filed by Adalah to the Israeli Supreme Court on 7 January 2009 in its own name and on behalf of seven other human rights organizations demanding that the Israeli army be prohibited from striking medical personnel and ambulances while carrying out their operations in Gaza, and be allowed to evacuate the dead and wounded. The court rejected the petition on 19 January. More information
Leaflets to terrorize the population
· A letter sent on 15 January 2009 to the AG demanding that the Israeli army stop dropping leaflets on Gaza bearing photographs of buildings that have been bombed and destroyed and encouraging people to provide Israel with information on the locations of rocket-launching sites and “terrorist gangs".

Harassment of anti-War demonstrators in Israel
· Adalah took many legal actions to defend and represent anti-war protestors in Israel. As soon as the military attack on Gaza began, Palestinian citizens of Israel and some Jewish Israelis went to the streets in protest. 832 persons were detained by the police during the military operation, the majority of whom were Arab citizens of Israel. The most common charges brought against them were participation in prohibited gatherings, disturbing the peace and attacking a police officer. Adalah gave urgent legal consultation to detainees’ families and represented several arrested demonstrators, most of whom were subsequently released and others Adalah continues to represent. Adalah received tens of complaints from demonstrators who were harassed by the police; the police demanded permits for demonstrations where they are not required by law. More information
· On 31 December 2008, Adalah sent a letter to the Attorney General demanding that he instruct the General Security Service (GSS) to stop harassing Palestinian political activists for their protest activities during the military attacks. In March 2009 the AG replied that the GSS is authorized to question these activists in order to avoid disorderly conduct by protestors. More information
Blogging about the war
· Adalah actively contributed to a Gaza blog: Human Rights in Gaza and Israel during the Hostilities, together with ten other human rights organizations. 
II. ADALAH’S ACTIONS AFTER THE MILITARY ATTACKS
Adalah initiated the following legal actions and international advocacy initiatives and publications since the military attacks to ensure accountability for the victims: 
A.  Legal actions

Adalah is monitoring the internal probes launched by Israel following demands for criminal investigations into specific incidents of suspected war crimes committed during “Operation Cast Lead” against Palestinians and their property, and prosecutions against those responsible. A series of complaints have been filed by Adalah together with partner organizations Al Mezan and Al Haq. In addition, Adalah will continue to submit new complaints and demands for independent investigations, following the recommendations of the Goldstone Report.

Complaints filed about Gaza
· An urgent demand issued on 8 April 2009 by Adalah in cooperation with Al Mezan to the Defense Minister, the AG and the MAG demanding a criminal investigation and prompt prosecution of military commanders who authorized soldiers to use Palestinian civilians as human shields during the offensive on Gaza. Investigations into the use of three minors as human shields are underway. More information
· An urgent demand issued on 18 June 2009 demanding a criminal investigation into the use of a father and son from Eizbet Abed Rabo, Jabalia, as human shields.   

· An urgent demand issued on 4 June 2009 in Adalah’s name and on behalf of Al Mezan and Al-Haq for a criminal investigation to the AG and the MAG to investigate the killing of two girls, Suad and Amal Abed Rabbo, at close range by Israeli soldiers during the offensive, in addition to the fatal shooting of Mr. Adham Naseir while on his way to help in the evacuation of the grandmother. More information
· Urgent demands submitted on 27 October 2009 by Adalah, Al Mezan and Al Haq to the AG and the MAG to investigate: 

(a) The assassination of the former Interior Minister in Gaza, Said Siam, in which 10 civilians were killed, dozens injured, and neighboring buildings destroyed.

(b) An air strike against the Salha family home in Beit Lahiya, in which six people were killed after a “knock on the roof” from the Israeli army.

(c) The shelling of the Abu Eisha family’s home in Al-Naser, Gaza City while 26 family members were in the house, five of whom were killed. More information
Complaints filed about harassment of anti-War demonstrators

· On 28 January 2009, Adalah wrote a detailed letter to the AG informing him of several incidents of police harassment, brutality and the illegal arrest of anti-war demonstrators. Adalah demanded the cancellation of all indictments filed against demonstrators; the closure of all police investigations related to individuals’ participation in demonstrations; the cancellation of directives ordering police to take harsh measures against demonstrators; and the issuance of clear directives informing police of their duty to protect the right to demonstrate and freedom of assembly. Adalah also demanded investigations into police misconduct in the specific incidents raised in the letter.
· On 5 November 2009 Adalah sent an urgent letter to the Prime Minister, Justice Minister and AG demanding that they implement the recommendation of the Goldstone Mission to establish an independent investigation into the treatment of anti-war protestors in Israel by the Israeli judicial authorities. More information
B. International Advocacy and Publications
The European Union and member states
· Adalah advocated for the critical need for accountability measures before EU bodies.  Adalah was a member of the Steering Committee for a report published in 2009 by the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) entitled “Active but Acquiescent: The EU’s Response to the Israeli Military Offensive in the Gaza Strip”. Adalah participated in EMHRN briefings on this report beginning in April 2009 to NGOs, journalists, parliamentarians, foreign ministries, the European Commission and representatives of embassies of EU member states in Israel. 
The United Nations and the Goldstone Mission report
· In April 2009, the UN Human Rights Council established the Goldstone Mission in order to investigate the events of “Operation Cast Lead.” In May 2009, Adalah provided testimony to the Mission in Geneva on Adalah’s legal work challenging violations of IHRL and IHL, legal analysis of the state’s positions and policies towards the Gaza Strip, and the Israeli Supreme Court’s jurisprudence on these issues. 
· In June 2009, Adalah and six other human rights organizations based in Israel submitted a joint report to the Goldstone Mission. The report contained detailed findings on alleged violations of the laws of war by the Israel military, referring mainly to policies of collective punishment used against civilians in Gaza. It also contained a position paper published by Adalah in February 2009 on the illegality of the Israeli military attack on members of the Palestinian civilian police force and the bombing of government buildings and Hamas institutions in Gaza, and an article written by Adalah Attorney Fatmeh El-‘Ajou in April 2009 entitled, “On the Criminal Responsibility of the Israeli Army in Gaza.” More information
· Adalah gave testimonies before various UN fora about the failure of domestic remedies in Israel for Palestinian victims of the military attacks in Gaza. For example:

a) In July 2009, Adalah appeared before to the UN International Meeting on the Question of Palestine in Geneva. The theme of this meeting was responsibility of the international community to uphold IHL to ensure the protection of civilians in the OPT in the wake of the war on Gaza. More information
b) In August 2009, Adalah participated in the UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories in Amman. More information
· The Report of the Goldstone Mission, published on 15 September 2009, contains 35 direct references to Adalah concerning ten different cases, including: Adalah’s petition to the Supreme Court challenging the Israeli army’s use of Palestinian civilians as human shields; the detention of some Palestinians from Gaza as "unlawful combatants"; and the inhumane conditions of Gaza detainees held during Operation Cast Lead, among other cases. The Goldstone Mission also referred to many other Gaza cases which were handled by Adalah without specifically citing the organization. 
· The Goldstone report dedicated an entire chapter to the arbitrary arrest and harassment of protesters against the war in Israel relying extensively on Adalah’s work during the military attacks on Gaza and the information contained in Adalah’s report: “Prohibited Protest: Law Enforcement Authorities Restrict the Freedom of Expression of Protestors against the Military Offensive in Gaza” published in September.  
“Prohibited Protest”: Full report (Hebrew) |Executive summary (English)

On this basis, the Mission recommended that Israel, “set up an independent inquiry to assess whether the treatment by Israeli judicial authorities of Palestinian and Jewish Israelis expressing dissent in connection with the offensive was discriminatory, in terms of both charges and detention pending trial.” (para. 1972g).  Adalah has demanded that the Israeli government implement this recommendation (see above and More information).


Seeking state endorsement of the Goldstone Mission Report
· On 16 September 2009, immediately after the release of the Goldstone Report, a coalition of Palestinian human rights organizations including Adalah issued a statement in which they welcomed the report and stressed the roles and responsibilities of the international community in ensuring accountability for the victims. 
· Adalah attended two sessions of the UN Human Rights Council (UN HRC) in Geneva following the release of the Goldstone Report:

a) On 29 September 2009, Adalah together with a group of Israeli, Palestinian, and international human rights organizations held a side event at the UN HRC at which they called upon states to endorse the Goldstone Report and demand accountability for the victims. A surprising outcome of the session was that the Palestinian Authority withdrew the resolution and the vote was postponed. More information 

b) On 16 October 2009, Adalah gave an oral statement before a special session of the UN HRC. Adalah’s statement focused on the lack of Israeli domestic remedies for Palestinian victims from the OPT injured or killed by the Israeli military and the need for a strong and united international community stand to end impunity. On 16 October 2009, the UN HRC adopted a resolution endorsing the report and its recommendations (25 votes for, 6 votes against, and 11 abstentions). The UN HRC referred the report to the UN General Assembly (UN GA) for discussion.
· In November 2009, Adalah together with Palestinian NGO partners issued a joint statement prior to the debate on the Goldstone Report within the UN GA calling on member states to endorse the report as a first step toward ensuring justice and accountability for the war crimes and possible crimes against humanity committed during “Operation Cast Lead.” Adalah monitored proceedings of the UN GA, which voted to endorse the Goldstone Report (114 votes for, 18 votes against, and 44 abstentions). The GA resolution. 
Follow-up on Israel’s domestic probes

· Adalah is continuing to provide updated information to UN bodies and other international actors on Israel’s domestic probes into cases of suspected war crimes and breaches of international human rights and humanitarian law. On 14 December 2009, Adalah addressed diplomats, representatives of international organizations and journalists at a briefing held in Jerusalem under the auspices of the Protection Cluster Working Group (coordinated by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights) on the Goldstone Report. Adalah provided updated information about the current status of the probes opened by Israel and the lack of domestic remedies available to Palestinian victims in Gaza. 
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