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In protest against the closure of the files of the killers of the martyrs of October 2000:
The High Follow-Up Committee Decides to Conduct International Advocacy
· Launch of the 250,000 signatures campaign
Following the decisions of the secretariat of the High Follow-up Committee for Arab Citizens in Israel, in its recent meeting of 28 January 2008, in the aftermath of Attorney General Meni Mazuz’s final decision to close the investigation files in the cases of the thirteen Arab citizens killed by the Israeli “security” forces in October 2000, and Mazuz’s approval of the police special investigations unit’s (Mahash) report in September 2005, and shortly after the general strike and the massive protest demonstrations organized by the Arab public in this regard, last Friday (1 February 2008), the secretariat of the High Follow-up Committee invited representatives of the Arab political parties and movements, the Committee of the Martyrs’ Families and Adalah to a meeting. The meeting was held on Thursday (7 February 2008) in the High Follow-up Committee’s offices with the aim of coordination and working towards bringing the committee’s other decisions in this regard into effect in order to challenge the Attorney General’s dangerous decision and to uncover the truth, on the one hand, and to punish those responsible and to prevent the recurrence of these crimes, on the other. 
Shawqi Khatib opened and facilitated the meeting. He stressed the operational dimension of the meeting, that there will be no backing down on this issue, and that it will not be surrendered to the facts on the ground. Attorney Hassan Jabareen, the General Director of Adalah, then spoke, presenting a paper contained a preliminary proposal for pursuing the legal aspects of the case, in particular the local and international advocacy options, and the gradual and increasing steps that can be taken systematically, based on the various possible scenarios that may be anticipated. He also pointed out the importance of unity and the interconnectedness of the elements of this case.

After representatives of all of the political parties and movements spoke, the spokesperson of the Committee of the Martyrs’ Families, Mr. Hassan Asleh, stated that the issue of the martyrs, the issue of the truth and the punishment of those responsible is the case of the entire Arab public, and, in the name of the families he supported the decisions of the High Follow-Up Committee, called for them to be adhered to and implemented.

At the end of the meeting the following was decided:

· To give preliminary approval in principle to Adalah’s paper, presented by Attorney Hassan Jabareen, regarding the local and international advocacy legal paths, to send a letter to the Secretary General of the United Nations on behalf of the High Follow-Up Committee, as the start of international advocacy, the first of its kind on the collective, representative and political level for the Arab Palestinian public in Israel, and insistence on the establishment of a neutral investigatory committee with the participation of international experts, after agreement has been reached over the vision and the working mechanisms in that regard;
· To launch a campaign for no fewer than 250,000 citizens to sign a petition of clear and defined demands to be sent to international fora, first and foremost the United Nations and its bodies, international human rights organizations and the Israeli government;
· To continue to organize public protest activities and events, to work together in unity to implement an educational and strategic project over the course of the coming months in order to keep this case on the agenda of the Arab public;
· To work towards the establishment of a private fund and to allocate the necessary budget to implement the aforementioned decisions, drawing on the Arab public as the principal source of support and donations.
At the end of the meeting responsibilities and tasks were determined and distributed, in order to ensure their effective implementation within the determined timeframe.
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With regards,

The Office of the High Follow-Up Committee 

for Arab Citizens of Israel
