[image: image4.png]Adalah The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel
Dt N 139 g8 al Syl lly < 0 Hd oo
PNV 39YN 0IYIND NINIIND dYVAVYND YIINN NINTY






Timeline 

October 2000 Killings and the Struggle for Accountability
Prepared September 2008

1 October 2000- During widespread demonstrations staged by Palestinian citizens of Israel to protest the government’s oppressive policies against Palestinians in the 1967 Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) the Israeli police shot and killed Rami Khatem Ghara (21) in Jatt, Eyad Sobhi Lawabny (26) in Nazareth, Mohammed Ahmed Jabareen (23) in Umm al-Fahem and Ahmed Ibrahim Siyyam Jabareen (18) in Moawiya.

2 October 2000- Open fire by the Israeli police killed Misleh Hussein Abu Jarad (19) in Umm al-Fahem, Asel Hassan Asleh (17) and Ala Khaled Nassar (18) in Arrabe, Walid Abdul-Menem Abu Saleh (21) and Emad Farraj Ghanaym (25) in Sakhnin and Mohammad Khamayseh (19) in Kufr Kana.

3 October 2000- In Kufr Manda Israeli police shot and killed Ramez Abbas Bushnaq (24).
8 October 2000- In Nazareth police forces opened fire and killed Omar Mohammad A'kkawi (42) and Wissam Yazbak (25).

18 October 2000- Adalah wrote to the Attorney General demanding that he order Mahash (The Ministry of Justice’s Police Investigation Unit) to investigate the circumstances surrounding the killings of Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel during the protest demonstrations of October 2000.

2 November 2000- The Attorney General replied to Adalah's inquiries stating that investigations into police violence are the responsibility of Mahash but so far few complaints have been submitted to the unit, and that those filing complaints have been uncooperative.

5 November 2000- Adalah wrote to the Attorney General and to the Director of Mahash, clearly stating that it is Mahash's legal duty to investigate crimes committed by the police. Adalah once again requested that Mahash open an investigation into the circumstances.

8 November 2000- The Israeli government established the Official Commission of Inquiry into the Clashes between Security Forces and Israeli Citizens (the Or Commission).

19 February 2001- The hearings of the Commission began, concluding in January 2002. Adalah represented the families of the 13 Palestinian victims and the High Follow-up Committee for Arab Citizens of Israel before the Commission. Adalah’s legal team submitted over 100 affidavits of eyewitnesses, in addition to photographs, medical reports, bullet casings and maps of the areas where the killings of the 13 Palestinian citizens of Israel took place. 349 witnesses including police officers and commanders, members of Knesset, political leaders, academics and other experts testified before the Or Commission.

27 February 2002- The Or Commission issued 14 letters of warning, 11 to Israeli officials and 3 to Palestinian Arab public representatives. The decision:
http://www.adalah.org/eng//features/commission/decision.htm
June 2002-August 2002- The second stage of the Or Commission hearings began and 'mini-trials' were held for each of the warned individuals who appeared before the Commission. During the warnings hearings, Adalah represented MK Dr. Azmi Bishara, MK Abdel Malek Dahamshe, and Sheikh Ra’ed Salah. Adalah also called academic witnesses to appear before the Commission. 
March 2003 – Adalah published its closing arguments to the Or Commission in a book entitled "October 2000 - Law and Politics before the Or Commission."  Available at:
http://www.adalah.org/eng/commission.php
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Full text in: English | Hebrew 


1 September 2003- The Or Commission published its report, recommending that Mahash open an investigation into the circumstances surrounding the deaths of the 13 Arab citizens. The Or Commission determined that the opening of fire in all of the death cases was carried out by police officers and that the opening of fire was illegal. The report is available at: http://elyon1.court.gov.il/heb/veadot/or/inside_index.htm
An English summary of the report is available at: 

http://www.adalah.org/features/commission/orreport-en.pdf
14 September 2003- Adalah wrote to the Director of Mahash inquiring as to whether or not it intended to open an investigation into the killings.  
23 September 2003- Mahash responded that it was conducting an examination into the Or Commission's recommendations, in accordance with the Attorney General's directions.

30 March 2004- Adalah wrote again to the Attorney General demanding that he issue an urgent order to Mahash to open an investigation into those responsible for the killing of Arab citizens in October 2000.

June 2004 - Adalah represented the family of 17 year-old Asel Asleh (deceased) in case brought against them by Mahash seeking an order to exhume the body and conduct an autopsy. Adalah argued that Mahash's very late requests to the bereaved families were disingenuous, and amounted to blaming the victims.  
18 September 2005- Mahash delivered its report and decision announcing that there would be no indictments of any police officers or commanders. Mahash's report is available at: http://www.adalah.org/features/mahashpressconf/mahashreport.pdf
28 September 2005- The Attorney General announced that the State Attorney's office would review Mahash's decision. At this time the State Attorney's office was headed by Eran Shendar who had been the director of Mahash in October 2000. 
15 October 2006- Adalah submitted a 133-page comprehensive report entitled “The Accused” to the Attorney General. The report addressed the shortcomings and failures of the law enforcement authorities – first and foremost the Mahash – in investigating the killings and the injury to of hundreds of others during the October 2000 demonstrations. For the first time, the report disclosed how Mahash concealed significant facts from the public and issued a falsified report in September 2005 regarding the events of October 2000, in which it claimed that "it investigated the fatal events in an intensive investigation." Report available at:
http://www.adalah.org/eng/october2000.php
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27 January 2008- AG Mazuz issued a final decision announcing that none of the police officers or commanders involved in the fatal shootings of Palestinian citizens of Israel in October 2000 would face criminal indictment due to a lack of sufficient evidence. 
A summary of the AG's decision (Hebrew): 

http://www.adalah.org/newsletter/heb/jan08/mazuz.pdf
An English summary of the AG’s decision:

http://www.justice.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/5B88648A-D537-47E1-9CE8-EE9D586CFCFE/9728/english2.doc
Mr. Yori Geiron, President of the Israeli Bar Association, stated that “Closing the investigation files following the death of citizens in the said circumstances has grave implications for the implementation of human rights in Israel.”
A press conference was held jointly by the High Follow-up Committee for Arab Citizens of Israel, the Committee of the Victims’ Families and Adalah strongly criticizing the AG's. The High Follow-up Committee announced its intention to seek international justice in these cases.
19-25 April 2008- A delegation headed by the Chairman of the High Follow-up Committee for the Arab Citizens of Israel, which included eight representatives of the victims' families and five members of Adalah’s Board of Directors and staff, traveled to South Africa to seek international support for the group’s demand for truth, justice and accountability for the October 2000 families.
May 2008 - Prof. Philip Alston, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions criticized the Attorney General's decision in the October 2000 killings cases in his report to the UN Human Rights Council. The UN Special Rapporteur concluded that the decision not to issue indictments “would appear to fall short of the international standards.” Adalah provided information to the UN Special Rapporteur on developments in the October 2000 case for his report.
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