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"It is the most elementary principle in our books. It is that the law
forbids the exercise of State power in an arbitrary, oppressive or
abusive manner. This is, simply, a cardinal principle of the rule of
law. The rule of law requires, not only that State power be
exercised within the express limits of any relevant statutory
jurisdiction, but also fairly and reasonably and in good faith.
Consequently the courts will not entertain proceedings, or receive
evidence in ongoing proceedings, if to do so would lend aid or
reward to the perpetration of any such wrongdoing by an agency of
the State...

But I am quite unable to see that any such principle prohibits the
Secretary of State from relying...on evidence coming into his
hands which has or may have been obtained through torture by
agencies of other States over which he has no power of direction."*

NIV YT DY D YN QORI PN DX, IDINX ININD PO 71PN YV2I12N LAVN N2 DN 27 PAD
MPAMOV YW MXDHANVIY DIN VIYNN N2 .OMVMIA DINININRD WP MINK MPTH DY
NYRI NYIAP ONY DY VINOWUN DY YDINDIRM D9I1ON MOIRN MINY ,00y10 DY NPPNN
DY T OINRN TINN M0 DTN NMDTIY NPNINII NNNI OMPY T DY YIAPNNY
TON D3 TONNA OMPY MYNNNI 1INY NPRI NYAP DY T0IN W NN DY 15 PYD .(1984)

S UMM IDIND DMIPY DY TOIN 2 PYDY Ty, 1N Y999 N OOMIN

"Article 2

1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative,
judicial or other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory
under its jurisdiction.

2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of
war or a threat of war, internal political in stability or any other
public emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture.

3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not
be invoked as a justification of torture."’
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2C2/2003/2796 A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, Mahmoud Abu Rideh Jamal Ajouaou and Secretary of
State for the Home Department, paragraphs 248, 253. See
http://www.courtservice.gov.uk/judgmentsfiles/j2769/ajouaou-v-sshd.htm (last visited on
16.8.2004).

3 United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (10.12.1984)
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