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"[It] is extremely difficult to see how one might, in fact,
weigh and balance civilian deaths against military
objectives. The idea of proportionality — or necessity —
encourages a kind of strategy, and ethic, by metaphor: the
metaphor of weighing and balancing... Indeed, at least so
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far as I have been able to ascertain, there is no background
exchange rate for civilian life. What you find instead are
rules kicking the decision up the chain of command as the
number of civilians increases, until the decision moves
offstage from military professionals to politicians. Rules
transforming weighing and balancing effects into

attributions of responsibility".”

’ David Kennedy Of War and Law (Princeton University Press, 2006) 143-144.



