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"...the classification must be reasonable, not
arbitrary, and must rest upon some ground of
difference having a fair and substantial
relation to the object of the legislation, so that
all persons similarly circumstanced shall be
treated alike. The classification, in order to
avoid the constitutional prohibition, must be
founded upon pertinent and real differences,
as distinguished from irrelevant and artificial
ones. The test to be applied in such cases is -
does the statute arbitrarily and without
genuine reason impose a burden upon one
group of taxpayers from which it exempts
another group, both of them occupying
substantially the same relation toward the
subject matter of the legislation? Mere
difference is not enough."

Colgate v Harvey, State Tax Commissioner 296 U.S. 404 (1935)

: 0N
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. v Ward, 470 U.S. 869 (1985)
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"When a state distributes benefits unequally,
the distinctions it makes are subject to
scrutiny under the Equal Protection Clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment. Generally, a law
will survive that scrutiny if the distinction it
makes rationally furthers a legitimate state
purpose.  Some  particularly  invidious
distinctions are subject to more rigorous
scrutiny...In any event, if the statutory
scheme cannot pass even the minimal
["rational basis"] test ... we need not decide
whether any enhanced scrutiny is called for."

Zobel v Williams, 457 U.S. 55 (1982)
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