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“Each component part of the drinking-water system - the
source, treatment, storage, and distribution - must function
without risk of failure. A failure in one part will jeopardize
and nullify the effects of other parts that function perfectly,
as well as the care that has been taken to ensure that they
do so. Water is liable to contamination at all stages in the
process of supply, hence the need for constant vigilance.”

Surveillance Program Requirements, World Health Organization Guidelines for 17%9

1 NYanY Nooyd Drinking Water Quality, 2" ed Vol. 2 Geneva, WHO, 1996, pp. 82
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“28. The Committee expresses its grave concern about the
situation of the Bedouin Palestinians already settled in
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Israel. The number of Bedouin living below the poverty
line, their living and housing conditions, their levels of
malnutrition, of unemployment, and infant mortality are all
significantly higher than the national averages. They have
no_access to_ water, clectricity and sanitation and are
subjected on a regular basis to land confiscations, house
demolitions, fines for building "illegally", destruction of
agricultural fields and trees, and systematic harassment and
persecution by the Green Patrol. The Committee notes in
particular that the Government policy of settling Bedouins
in seven '"townships" has caused high Ilevels of
unemployment and loss of livelihood.” (emphasis added)

Concluding Observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 2%~

.16 /5 m>ow 1 DY and NaId Rights: Israel. 4.12.98

:90 1Y NV DT NN Nyap 2003 Mvay .39

“27. The Committee continues to be concerned about the
situation of Bedouins residing in Israel, and in particular
those living in villages that are still unrecognized (ibid.,
para. 28)...the quality of living and housing conditions of
the Bedouins continue to be significantly lower, with
limited or no_access to water, electricity and sanitation.
Moreover, Bedouins continue to be subjected on a regular
basis to land confiscations, house demolitions, fines for
building "illegally", destruction of agricultural crops, fields
and trees, and systematic harassment and persecution by
the Green Patrol, in order to force them to resettle in
"townships".”(emphasis added)

23.5.2003 o»n UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights nnpon 2789
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"The right to water contains both freedoms and entitlements.
The freedoms include the right to maintain access to existing
water supplies necessary for the right to water, and the right to
be free from interference, such as the right to be free from
arbitrary disconnections or contamination of water supplies. By
contrast, the entitlements include the right to a system of water
supply and management that provides equality of opportunity
for people to enjoy the right to water.

The elements of the right to water must be adequate for human
dignity, life and health, in accordance with articles 11,
paragraph 1, and 12. The adequacy of water should not be
interpreted narrowly, by mere reference to volumetric
quantities and technologies. Water should be treated as a social
and cultural good, and not primarily as an economic good. The
manner of the realization of the right to water must also be
sustainable, ensuring that the right can be realized for present
and future generations.

While the adequacy of water required for the right to water

may vary according to different conditions, the following
factors apply in all circumstances:
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(a) Availability. The water supply for each person must be
sufficient and continuous for personal and domestic uses. These
uses ordinarily include drinking, personal sanitation, washing
of clothes, food preparation, personal and household hygiene.
The quantity of water available for each person should
correspond to World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines.
Some individuals and groups may also require additional water
due to health, climate, and work conditions;

(b) Quality. The water required for each personal or domestic
use must be safe, therefore free from micro-organisms,
chemical substances and radiological hazards that constitute a
threat to a person’s health. Furthermore, water should be of an
acceptable colour, odour and taste for each personal or
domestic use.

(c) Accessibility. Water and water facilities and services have
to be accessible to everyone without discrimination, within the
jurisdiction of the State party. Accessibility has four
overlapping dimensions:

(1) Physical accessibility: water, and adequate water facilities
and services, must be within safe physical reach for all sections
of the population. Sufficient, safe and acceptable water must be
accessible within, or in the immediate vicinity, of each
household, educational institution and workplace. All water
facilities and services must be of sufficient quality, culturally
appropriate and sensitive to gender, life-cycle and privacy
requirements. Physical security should not be threatened during
access to water facilities and services;

(i1) Economic accessibility: Water, and water facilities and
services, must be affordable for all. The direct and indirect
costs and charges associated with securing water must be
affordable, and must not compromise or threaten the realization
of other Covenant rights;

(iii)) Non-discrimination: Water and water facilities and
services must be accessible to all, including the most
vulnerable or marginalized sections of the population, in law
and in fact, without discrimination on any of the prohibited
grounds; and

(iv) Information accessibility: accessibility includes the right

to seek, receive and impart information concerning water
issues."
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"States parties have a constant and continuing duty under the
Covenant to move as expeditiously and effectively as possible
towards the full realization of the right to water. Realization of
the right should be feasible and practicable, since all States
parties exercise control over a broad range of resources,
including water, technology, financial resources and
international assistance, as with all other rights in the
Covenant."
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