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“The territories situated between the Green Line (see
paragraph 72 above) and the former eastern boundary of
Palestine under the Mandate were occupied by Israel in
1967 during the armed conflict between Israel and Jordan.
Under customary international law, these were therefore
occupied territories in which Israel had the status of
occupying Power. Subsequent events in these territories, as
described in paragraphs 75 to 77 above, have done nothing
to alter this situation. All these territories (including East
Jerusalem) remain occupied territories and Israel has

continued to have the status of occupying Power.”
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The occupying State shall be regarded only as

administrator and usufructuary of public buildings, real
estate, forests, and agricultural estates belonging to the
hostile State, and situated in the occupied country. It must
safeguard the capital of these properties, and administer

them in accordance with the rules of usufruct.*
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Convention (1V) respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and its annex: Regulations
concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land. The Hague, 18 October 1907.
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32. The Committee reiterates its concern at the position of
the State party to the effect that the Convention does not
apply in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the Golan

Heights. Such a position cannot be sustained under the

letter and spirit of the Convention, or under international
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law, as also affirmed by the International Court of Justice.
The Committee is concerned at the State party’s assertion
that it can legitimately distinguish between Israelis and
Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories on the
basis of citizenship. It reiterates that the Israeli settlements
are illegal under international law.

The Committee recommends that the State party review
its approach and interpret its obligations under the
Convention in good faith, in accordance with the
ordinary meaning to be given to its terms in their
context, and in the light of its object and purpose. The
Committee also recommends that the State party
ensures that Palestinians enjoy full rights under the
Convention without discrimination based on citizenship

and national origin.
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