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176. The Committee recommended that measures to
guarantee the exercise of human rights of non-Jewish
women, including those living in the rural areas,
particularly in relation to health, education and
employment, should be intensified. Special measures
should be taken to close the gap between Arab and Jewish
schools and address the higher drop-out rates of Arab and
Bedouin girls. Adequate resources should be allocated
for school facilities and education opportunities,
including scholarships. Further, the participation of Arab
women in the civil service and in decision-making posts
should be increased.
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"The higher dropout rates for Bedouin girls remain a
problem. Recent data shows that throughout grades 1-9 the
boys make up more than half (51.4%) of the total number
of pupils, except in grades 4 and 8. In the ninth grade boys
already make up 53.7% of the pupils. In the unrecognized
localities the situation is even worse: girls make up only
43.7% of the ninth graders."

Third Periodic Report of Israel submitted to UN
CEDAW, 16 November 2001, CEDAW/C/ISR/3, p. 164.
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“Of 305 women surveyed from 1991-1992 about their
daughters finishing high school, 80.7 percent wanted their
daughters to finish, although of these surveyed, 24.9
percent stated that financial barriers, the fact that their
extended families did not allow girls to finish high school,
and the fact that schools were too far away would
prevent their daughters from finishing.” Pp. 40-41.

Human Rights Watch, Second Class: Discrimination
against Palestinian Arab Children in Israel’s Schools,
September 2001, USA.
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“(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at
schools and the reduction of drop-out rates.”
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(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including
technical and vocational secondary education, shall be
made generally available and accessible to all by every
appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive
introduction of free education;

(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to
all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate means,
and in particular by the progressive introduction of free
education;
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