
Announcement* 

Opinion: Stop the “Prawer Law” to Regulate Bedouin Settlement 
 

We, the undersigned, academics and professors in academic institutions and civil 

organizations, wish to voice our opposition to the “Law for the Regulation of Bedouin 

Settlement in the Negev”. The bill seeks to implement the “Prawer-Begin Plan”, which 

recommends the forcible evacuation of the Bedouin population, including tens of 

thousands of civilians, from villages in which they have lived for generations, mostly on 

their ancestral lands. We believe that the law will deepen the conflict between Bedouin 

citizens and the state, rather than move towards a solution. In our opinion the bill is 

flawed, for several main reasons: 

 

• The law and its land arrangements are based on discrimination between citizens of the 

state; 

• The law invalidates the ownership claims of the majority of the Bedouin and legalizes their 

dispossession; 

• The law conditions the provision of basic services to the Bedouin citizens, services that 

every citizen is entitled to receive, on the Bedouin’s consent to an unjust land settlement 

agreement; 

• Despite its name, the law does not offer a solution for Bedouin settlement and raises 

serious concerns that many existing villages will be evacuated and destroyed; 

• The law and the “Prawer-Begin Plan”, as approved by the government, adopt a position 

that disrupts Bedouin tradition and culture, because they do not ensure the continuity of 

the Bedouin way of life, and fail to reveal the names of the villages that will be recognized; 

• Contrary to basic civil rights, the law limits Bedouin citizens to a single area, in which they 

can register land in their names or establish villages; 

• The law establishes an inflexible and centralized mechanism of implementation, without 

Bedouin representation and in violation of the democratic norms; 

• The consultation that accompanied the drafting of the law was inadequate - it took place 

only after the government approved the Prawer Plan and failed to internalize the views of 

the community. 

 

Because of these problems the law is invalid and will waste vast resources 

 

The Bedouin population completely opposes the proposed law. We urge the government 

to cancel the bill and open a genuine dialogue with the Bedouin population. It should give 

serious consideration to the Alternative Plan proposed by the Regional Council of 

Unrecognized Villages. This plan demonstrates that it is possible to recognize all villages 

based on professional criteria and apply equal standards to them, similar to those applied 

in the rural sector in Israel. Opening a genuine dialogue would allow the state to fulfill its 

duty to uphold human rights and not harm the rights of the minority, and significantly 

improve the conditions of all residents of the Negev, Jews and Arabs alike. 

 

 
* Translated to English by Adalah 



Signed by (arranged alphabetically [in Hebrew]): 

1. Prof. Ismael Abu-Saad, Ben-Gurion University of 

the Negev 

2. Dr. Thabet Abu Rass, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

3. Dr. Khalil Abu Rabia, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

4. Dr. Yunis Abu-Rabia, Higher Guidance Committee 

of the Arab Residents in the Negev 

5. Dr. Safa Abu Rabia, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

6. Dr. Issam Aburaya, Seton Hall University, USA 

7. Dr. Noa Avriel-Avni, Dead Sea and Arava Science 

Center 

8. Prof. Riyad Aghbari, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

9. Dr. Muhammad Abduh, College of Sakhnin 

01. Prof. Gadi Algazi, Tel Aviv University 

00. Prof. Miriam Eliav-Feldon, Tel Aviv University 

01. Prof. Jihad El-Sana, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

01. Prof. Yonathan Anson, Ben-Gurion University of 

the Negev 

01. Prof. Benjamin Arbel, Tel Aviv University 

01. Prof. Guy Beiner, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

01. Prof. Anat Biletzki Tel Aviv University 

17. Prof. David Blank, University of Haifa 

18. Prof. Yishai Blank, Tel Aviv University 

19. Dr. Ayelet Ben-Yishai, University of Haifa 

20. Dr. Hagit Benbaji, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

21. Dr. Betty Benvenisti, Academic College of Tel 

Aviv-Jaffa 

22. Dr. Orly Benjamin, Bar-Ilan University 

23. Prof. Avner Ben-Amos, Tel Aviv University 

24. Dr. Tamar Berger, Bezalel Academy of Art of 

Design, Jerusalem 

25. Attorney Yael Berda, Princeton University, USA 

26. Mr. Ido Bruno, Bezalel Academy of Art of Design, 

Jerusalem 

27. Prof. Gad Barzilai, University of Haifa 

28. Dr. Yosef Jabareen, Technion – Israel Institute of 

Technology, Haifa 

29. Dr. Yosef Jabareen, University of Haifa and Tel 

Hai College 

30. Prof. As’ad Ghanem, University of Haifa 

31. Dr. Ravit Goldhaber, Achva Academic College  

32. Prof. Neve Gordon, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

33. Prof. Rachel Giora, Tel Aviv University 

34. Prof. Amal Jamal, Tel Aviv University 

35. Dr. Khaled Ghanayem, University of Haifa 

36. Prof .Chaim Gans, Tel Aviv University 

37. Prof. Aeyal Gross, Tel Aviv University 

38. Dr. Daniel De-Malach, Sapir College 

39. Prof. Yossi Dahan, Academic Center of Law and 

Business 

40. Prof. Nadav Davidovitch, Ben-Gurion University 

of the Negev 

41. Dr. Diana Dolev, Holon Academic Institute of 

Technology  

42. Dr. Leena Dallasheh, New York University, USA 

43. Dr. Sara Helman, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

44. Prof. Roni Henkin, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

45. Prof. Ruth Weintraub, Tel Aviv University 

46. Dr. Mohammed Wattad, Zefat Academic College 

47. Prof. Neta Ziv, Tel Aviv University 

48. Dr. Dalia Sachs, University of Haifa 

49. Dr. Raef Zreik, Carmel Academic Center, Haifa  

50. Prof. Hannan Hever, The Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem 

51. Dr. Hala Khoury-Bisharat, Carmel Academic 

Center, Haifa 

52. Prof. Rassem Khamaisi, University of Haifa 

53. Dr. Mas’ud Hamdan, University of Haifa 

54. Ms. Yael Hasson, Adva Center 

55. Dr. Shlomo Swirski, Adva Center 

56. Prof. Zvi Tauber, Tel Aviv University 

57. Dr. Yuval Yunai, University of Haifa 

58. Prof. Yossi Yonah, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

59. Dr. Mahmoud Yazbek, University of Haifa 

60. Dr. Haim Yacobi Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

61. Prof. Oren Yiftachel, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

62. Dr. Ron Kuzar, University of Haifa 

63. Prof. Shai Lavi, Tel Aviv University 

64. Dr. Yeela Livnat, Sapir College  



65. Prof. Hubert Law-Yone, Technion – Israel 

Institute of Technology, Haifa  

66. Dr. Nitzan Lebovic, Lehigh University, USA 

67. Dr. Micah Leshem, University of Haifa 

68. Prof. Avinoam Meir, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

69. Prof. Ben-Tzion Munitz, Tel Aviv University 

70. Prof. Pnina Motzafi-Haller, Ben-Gurion University 

of the Negev 

71. Dr. Anat Matar, Tel Aviv University 

72. Prof. Isaac Nevo, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

73. Dr. Ilan Saban, University of Haifa 

74. Dr. Kobi Snitz, Weizmann Institute of Science 

75. Dr. Hannah Safran, Academic College of Society 

and the Arts 

76. Dr. Rabia Asi, University of Haifa 

77. Prof. Fuad Iraqi, Tel Aviv University 

78. Dr. Geremy Forman, Tel Aviv University 

79. Prof. Eran Feitelson, The Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem 

80. Prof. Yoav Peled, Tel Aviv University 

81. Prof. Tovi Fenster, Tel Aviv University 

82. Prof. Bill Freedman, University of Haifa 

83. Prof. Kobi Peter (Peterzil), University of Haifa 

84. Prof. Moshe Zuckermann, Tel Aviv University 

85. Attorney Eran Tzin, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

86. Prof. Dan Czamanski, Technion – Israel Institute 

of Technology, Haifa 

87. Dr. Erez Tzfadia, Sapir College 

88. Dr. Sandy Kedar, Haifa University 

89. Prof. Rinat Kitai-Sangero, Academic Center of 

Law and Business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90. Dr. Shifra Kisch, University of Amsterdam, 

Netherlands 

91. Prof. Rachel Kallus, Technion – Israel Institute of 

Technology, Haifa 

92. Dr. Menachem Klein, Bar-Ilan University 

93. Dr. Devorah Kalekin-Fishman, University of Haifa 

94. Prof. Adriana Kemp, Tel Aviv University 

95. Prof. Ruth Kanner, Tel Aviv University 

96. Prof. Vered Kraus, University of Haifa 

97. Attorney Noa Kram, University of San Francisco, 

USA 

98. Prof. Roy Kreitner, Tel Aviv University 

99. Dr. Ehud Krinis, The Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem 

100. Dr. Arnon Keren, University of Haifa 

101. Prof. Dan Rabinowitz, Tel Aviv University 

102. Dr. Batya Roded, Achva Academic College 

103. Prof. Issi Rosen-Zvi, Tel Aviv University 

104. Prof. Freddie Rokem, Tel Aviv University 

105. Prof. Amnon Raz-Karkotchkin, Ben-Gurion 

University of the Negev 

106. Dr. Hili Razinsky, University of Haifa 

107. Prof. Elhanan Reiner, Tel Aviv University 

108. Dr. Ofra Rechter, Tel Aviv University 

109. Prof. Uri Ram, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

110. Dr. Yeela Raanan, Sapir College  

111. Prof. Shifra Sagy, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

112. Dr. Zvi Schuldiner, Sapir College 

113. Prof. Ofra Schiff, Ben-Gurion University of the 

Negev 

114. Prof. Yehuda Shenhav, Tel Aviv University 


