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“The past is therefore a permanent dimension of the human
consciousness, an inevitable component of the institutions,
values and other patterns of human society.”

Eric Hobsbawm, The Sense of the Past
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June 7, 1956
The Minister of Education and Culture
Jerusalem
Your Excellency:
We would like to bring to your attention the following
facts.

Perhaps the staff of the Department for Arab Education,
i.e., its inspectors, instructors and principals, could have
done something to raise the standard of education in the
schools if its own educational background had been high
enough. However, most of its members were appointed to
their positions out of considerations that had nothing to do
with science or education.

Instead of encouraging the teachers and making their
position firmer, the department for Arab education
dismisses 200 to 300 of them each year and does not take
them on again until the next school year has been under
way for a month or two or three. As a result, a large part
of the pupils remain without a teacher for long periods,
and the functioning of substantial number of schools is
seriously disrupted until they get all the teachers they
need.”
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"For most Arabs with a secondary school education the
question of whether or not they will be accepted for
teaching positions in Arab village schools is crucial.
Besides excercising a veto over admissions to the Arab
teacher's seminary, the adviser's office also participates, in
coordination with the Arab Department of the Ministry of
Education and Culture, in hiring and firing Arab school
teachers. A young educated Arab can expect to get and
keep a job as a teacher only by staying off the
government's blacklist"

N
Jan Lustick Arabs in the Jewish State: Israel's Control of a National 21739

.21 79 Mov NPNYY Nayd Minority (1980), p.193 — 194.

Education, Empowerment, and 57902 HNNOX OIS P8 TI0 NMTa 41
"> ,Control

“During the period of the military government, Arabs who
did not comply with the official policy or did not
cooperate with the military government authorities were
blacklisted, and Arab intellectuals who sought a teaching
job or promotion made every effort not to be included in
the blacklist...The military government also used indirect
means to deal with Arab teachers described as subversive.
This was through control of permits that every teacher had
to get in order to be allowed to stay in the locality where
he taught if he was not a local resident.”
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