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nAs a member of the Constitution, Law and Justice Committee of
the Knesset, I can assure you first hand that these organizational
sanctions deeply frighten the settlements movement. It is
imperative that the sanction regime on the settlement movement
will deepen and broaden, circling more and more organizations and
high ranking individuals. Specifically, 1 believe the utmost

necessity is to include settlements municipalities in ~ future
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sanctions, as they are the driving force behind violent attempts
to take control of more Palestinians territories; Moreover, personal
sanctions against government ministers that abate counter terrorist

measures against violent settlers groups are essential.”

nSpecifically, Hadash was the only political party in the Knesset
that endorsed the International Criminal Court’s decision to 1ssue
arrest warrants in its composition for the Srtuation in the State of
Palestine. We continue to implore all parties to the Rome Statue,
including the government of the UK, to uphold the rule of law and
respect the arrest warrants issued by the ICC.»
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can never be accepted, to say the least”.
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women, and generally, innocent civilians as a military victory,
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disgrace!”
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1/17/24, 11:01 AM Israeli Knesset member Ofer Cassif calls for a ceasefire with Hamas
hammered Netanyahu’s handling of Hamas and Israeli security. And some left-wing activists
and lawmakers have condemned the indiscriminate shelling of civilians in Gaza as an
indefensible human rights violation and a counterproductive approach to ending the crisis.

I called up one of those lawmakers, Ofer Cassif, to discuss his analysis of the situation. A
democratic socialist, he is currently the only Jewish member of the Hadash-T’aal coalition in
the Knesset (the others are Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel). Cassif earned a doctorate in
political philosophy from the London School of Economics, and occupies a fascinating
position in Israel’s political system. As much of Israel’s political class rallies in favor of a
potentially decade-long war in Gaza, Cassif represents a perspective on the origins and nature
of the crisis that doesn’t get a lot of attention in mainstream Western coverage. He told me
that he believes the guilt for the massacres belongs only to Hamas, but that current and
former Israeli governments bear “responsibility for the context that could have led to them.”
The Knesset Ethics Committee recently suspended Cassif from the Knesset for 45 days and
docked his salary for 14 days for likening Israel’s government policy toward Palestinians to the
Holocaust.

Our conversation, edited for length and clarity, follows.

Zeeshan Aleem: What’s your ethical and political appraisal of Hamas’ attacks and Israel’s
response?

Ofer Cassif: I've been talking for decades against the Israeli occupation, and I’ve been
warning that, on top of being evil in itself, it’s going to lead to carnage on both sides. What
we’ve seen is an unspeakable massacre by Hamas against innocent civilians in Israel, some of
which were my colleagues at a college that I used to teach at. And a very good friend of mine
was killed with her husband in her house; just a short time before she was killed, she sent me
a WhatsApp message indicating the Hamas terrorists were surrounding her house, and she
was terribly afraid. Perhaps those were the last words of her life. So on top of my political and
ethical views, it is very personal to me. As far as I know, at least 10 people who I knew were
killed by Hamas. I refer to this as a vicious, monstrous, satanic carnage of innocent civilians in
the south of Israel. There’s no excuse for such vicious, satanic carnage. I’'m against the
occupation, the occupation is an ongoing war crime. But nothing can justify such a vicious
massacre, nothing at all.

It is an appalling double standard of the world, and
particularly of the United States, when they justly
condemned the slaughter of the Israelis but help Israel to
slaughter the Palestinians.
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OFER CASSIF

At the same time, I’'m against the massacre that Israel carries out now. And I insist on calling it
a massacre. Why? Because most of the Hamas terrorists and most of the high-ranked leaders
of Hamas are relatively protected. They have their own bunkers, obviously, with the materials
and resources they need. Those who are killed and starved by Israel are mostly innocent
civilians.

The Palestinians, 2.3 million innocent civilians mostly who live in the Gaza Strip, are actually
victims of three different factors: the vicious dictatorship of Hamas; the vicious assault of
Israel, who imposed for more than 15 years a vicious blockade and siege on Gaza; and they
are also victims of the international community and primarily of the United States, who
allows this situation to persist.

It is an appalling double standard of the world, and particularly of the United States, when
they justly condemned the slaughter of the Israelis but help Israel to slaughter the
Palestinians. This is unacceptable. And this terrible double standard could have been
prevented had the international community forced Israel to end the occupation ages ago — for
the sake of the Palestinians and for the sake of the Israelis, because the Israelis are also
victims of the occupation.

Netanyahu formed an emergency wartime government with opposition lawmakers,
including Benjamin Gantz, typically described as a centrist. What are the implications
of this for Israel’s war footing and its policy going forward?

Cassif: There are two implications, both of them very dangerous, for both Palestinians and
Israelis. First, as the defense minister in the former government, Benjamin Gantz was not
“mild” or “moderate” on the Palestinians. It was he who, with no evidence, declared six
Palestinian human rights groups as terror organizations, thereby outlawing them completely
in the West Bank. So I’'m afraid that Gantz joined the government not as a moderate element
that may block some crazy endeavors by the Netanyahu government, but to legitimize the
deeds of the government.

88

https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/israel-gaza-ofer-cassif-war-ceasefire-rcna120218 3/13






1/17/24, 11:01 AM Israeli Knesset member Ofer Cassif calls for a ceasefire with Hamas
That’s very clear for three reasons. After Hamas’ attacks, Smotrich wrote on social media,
“Now is the time for subjugation.” That actually rests my case. Second, Netanyahu said at a
Likud convention in 2019 that supporting Hamas is a useful strategy for dividing Palestinians
and blocking efforts to establish a Palestinian state. That’s the reason that he actually assisted
Hamas, he gave permission for a lot of money to pass to Hamas throughout the years, and he
continuously weakened the Palestinian Authority. Why? Because by helping Hamas as a
terrorist, vicious, extreme organization, he could legitimize attacks on the Palestinians in
front of the international community. And by that, prevent the establishment of a Palestinian
state. And third, Smotrich said the same in 2015 when he said, ”The Palestinian Authority is a
burden, Hamas is an asset.”

| support a cease-fire and an immediate exchange of
prisoners and hostages. I’'m not a pacifist, and when defense
is needed, | will support it. But in the current situation, |
don’t think that’s the point.

OFER CASSIF

This is also leading to growing violence in the West Bank. On Oct. 11, settlers invaded the
Palestinian village of Qusra with no hindrances, killed three innocent Palestinians and went
out freely with no obstacle. And the settlers came to the funerals and killed another two
Palestinians, with no military and police to stop them. And as far as I know, no one was
arrested. The blood of the Palestinians is everywhere in the Gaza Strip, in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem. That’s not new. For months there have been pogroms by settlers against
Palestinians — they torch their fields, they cut their trees, invade their villages.

If you were leading the government, what would your response to the Hamas attacks
be?

Cassif: I see Hamas as a brutal, vicious organization, a deadly one, which first and foremost
causes a lot of damage to the Palestinians in general and the Palestinians in Gaza strip in
particular. But it is also — alas, I lament it — it’s a huge political organization that cannot be
ignored. The most important thing is to distinguish between the ideological hard core of
Hamas, which is not that big, and the masses that may follow or support them. The hard core
should be isolated and should be weakened politically, in order to trigger its collapse.

More from MSNBC Daily
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How do we isolate the hard core? Once the Palestinians have hope that their liberation is just
around the corner, that they are going to be liberated and live in their own sovereign
Palestinian state — in all the territories that Israel occupied in 1967, including East Jerusalem —
the Palestinians have the incentive not to follow the bigots, but to follow the moderates.
That’s what happened after Oslo. (Let’s leave aside for now what we think about Oslo; I think
that the accords were very problematic.) Hamas began to be very strong during the first
intifada, but once the Oslo Accords were accepted, there was a feeling among Palestinian
people that a just solution was around the corner. And that was Hamas’ worst point, they
hardly had any support. They lost their popular support because people had hope. Once the
hope was lost, Hamas got more and more support and followers.

If Israel wants to isolate the fanatics, they must create a situation in which the masses of the
Palestinian people understand that liberation is coming, that the occupation is going to be
over soon. That, of course, necessitates full declaration and activities by the Israeli side to end
the occupation. I do not delude myself, the ideological hard core of Hamas is going to cling to
its deadly means, but they are going to be isolated. As long as the hardcore pursues violent
terrorist attacks, there will be a need to defend against them. But the masses will not support
them if freedom is about to arrive.

That means to do the total opposite of what Netanyahu and his government have been doing.
For many years, they have explicitly said and done so: strengthened Hamas and weakened
the Palestinian Authority to prevent a political peaceful solution and liberation of the
Palestinians.

What is your position on Israel’s military response to Hamas’ attacks?

I support a cease-fire and an immediate exchange of prisoners and hostages. I'm not a
pacifist, and when defense is needed, I will support it. But in the current situation, I don’t
think that’s the point. First, the victims of this military assault by Israel are primarily innocent
civilians — that’s a war crime. That’s something that I will never accept, just like I will never
accept any attack on Israeli civilians. Secondly, it won’t bring any security to Israel and
Israelis. The generals know that, the politicians know that, Netanyahu knows that, but they
don’t care.
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it, neither the occupation nor Israeli apartheid.” That’s something we should start with,
because people, especially the right wing in Israel, want to manipulate the opposition to the
occupation and the opposition to the assault on Gaza. They want to present the opposition as
if it was antisemitic. It is not necessarily antisemitic. Unfortunately, there are some
antisemites that are cynical and oppose occupation, not for the well-being of the Palestinians,
but for the bad being of the Jews. Of course, I have nothing to do with them; antisemitism is a
crime, like any other kind of racism.

On top of that, the international community should say that in order to prevent bloodshed on
both sides, we must oppose Israeli apartheid, ethnic cleansing and occupation. There is no
other way. We must be sensitive to each and every civilian, to each and every person, no
matter what one’s identity is. That’s a moral perception and a practical one as well.

Joe Biden is signaling unconditional support for Israel and providing it with military
support, while also gently cautioning it to not be consumed by rage and to consider
Gaza’s humanitarian needs. What do you think he should be doing?

If Biden is really interested in the well-being of Israelis and Palestinians, as I am, the only
thing he should do is stand for peace. He has the ability to do so, but for whatever reason he
refrains from doing so. He has the power to force the leaders of the region to reach a just
peace solution — I emphasize just — and that means a total end of the occupation, a
Palestinian state besides Israel in all the territories Israel has occupied since 1967, and peace
and security and prosperity for everyone. That’s the thing Biden should do, not sending more
arms and more battleships. That’s just going to lead to more bloodshed and more suffering on
both sides.

Zeeshan Aleem
~

Zeeshan Aleem is a writer and editor for MSNBC Daily. Previously, he worked at Vox, HuffPost and Politico, and he has also
been published in, among other places, The New York Times, The Atlantic, The Nation, and The Intercept. You can sign up
for his free politics newsletter here.
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In this episode we turn to the conflict in Israel-Palestine and the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. We’re joined by
Dr. Ofer Cassif, a member of the Israeli Knesset with the Hadash-Ta’al coalition. He calls for an end to the
occupation through peaceful means because he believes that the security of Israelis and Palestinians is
interconnected and mutually dependent.

One day after our interview, Dr. Cassif was punished by the Knesset with a 45 day ban from participating in
Knesset sessions due to his critical interviews with international media and comments condemning the State
of Israel for the crisis in Gaza.

Stephanie: Greetings everybody and welcome to another episode of Nonviolence Radio. I’'m your host,
Stephanie Van Hook and I’'m here with my co-host Michael Nagler. And we’re from the Metta Center for
Nonviolence.

In this episode we turn to the conflict in Israel-Palestine and the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. We’re joined by
Dr. Ofer Cassif. He’s a member of the Israeli Knesset and he’s with the Hadash-Ta’al coalition. He calls for
an end to the occupation through peaceful means because he believes that the security of Israelis and
Palestinians is interconnected and mutually dependent. Let’s hear from Dr. Cassif.

Ofer: My name is Ofer Cassif. ’'m a member of the Knesset with Hadash-Ta’al, which is a coalition of two
parties or two movements. Hadash, which I’m a member, stands for Democratic Front for Peace and Equality,
which its basis is mainly the communist party of Israel, of which I’'m a member for about 35 years. And 'm a
member of the Knesset for almost five years.

I used to be a professor mainly at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and also in the college just by Gaza
Strip, in which people were attacked, killed, kidnapped. My PhD is in political philosophy from the London
School of Economics. I also had my post-doc in Columbia University in New York. And then — that’s me.
That’s it, more or less.
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Stephanie: We want to thank you for your time today and also just offer our sincere empathy and
condolences about what’s taking place right now where you live. We want to make sure that you are not a
voice in the wilderness for your message.

Ofer: Thank you very much. I appreciate it. It’s very helpful and heartwarming.

Stephanie: Well, I was completely moved by your interview on Democracy Now! Especially when you said
the part of “No violence from Hamas justifies the violence from Israel. And none of the violence from Israel
justifies the violence from Hamas.” I feel like if humanity understood that concept, we would be in a
completely different place politically, internationally, and as human beings.

Ofer: First of all, you know, one of the things that I also mentioned in other interviews, I don’t remember if
in this specific interview you mentioned. I mean, I’ve done a ton of interviews, unfortunately, given the
circumstances.

But in many interviews I quoted Mahatma Gandhi who said, “An eye for an eye means that everybody turns
blind.” And I don’t want anyone to be blind. If we continue this metaphor, our eyes must be open in order to
reach a solution everywhere.

I just loathe any violence against innocent civilians. For me, what Hamas did was a massacre of innocent
civilians. First and foremost, it is, to say the least, morally disgraceful and, of course, rejectable, rejected. But
also, personally, you know, I lost so many acquaintances and friends in this massacre. Including one — a very
good friend, originally from Minnesota, by the way. Who was an activist against the siege on Gaza and
against the occupation, against violence.

And she sent me an email message just, I guess, not too long before she was murdered with her husband in
her house, in a kibbutz. She sent me a WhatsApp message saying that she hears them outside, the Hamas
bigots, the Hamas terrorists, killers. And she was never so afraid.

And unfortunately, not too long afterwards, she was killed with her husband. And there are so many other
acquaintances and friends that I lost because first of all, about 40 years ago, I lived in one of the kibbuzim in
the area that was invaded and people were killed there. Some of them I still don’t know how many because
some bodies still haven’t been identified. We don’t know who was killed and who was kidnapped.

I was also, for a long time, more than ten years, | was a professor at the college nearby. Of which many
workers were kidnapped and killed with their families. One of them, it was a very — someone I worked with
for quite a long time, was killed with her family. And many anti-occupation and activists were in the area that
were kidnapped or killed.

So, this is, for me, it’s also a very personal issue. But I insist, always — I’ve always insisted in, not to conflate
or involve the personal with the moral, because sometimes that may cause you to go astray. And I will try —
and I try, [ don’t say that I always succeed. ’'m a human being, I guess. Although, some of my enemies don’t
think so. But at least it’s agreed that biologically I am. So, sometimes, of course, I fail. But I’ve always been
trying to stick to my beliefs. So, in that issue as well, I try not to involve the personal with the moral.

What Hamas did is morally despicable, and they should be rejected by any human being. That was a
massacre. No less than that. A slaughter of children, of elderly, of women, of men. And that can never be
accepted, to say the least.

At the same time as you quoted me before, I totally object the assault on Gaza morally and politically.
Morally, because those who are killed and assaulted — killed, massacred as well, are primarily innocent
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civilians. The last time I heard about the victims in Gaza, which is more than 3000, more than 70% were
innocent civilians.

Nothing can justify such an assault, such a massacre. I must also say that one of the things that really makes
me sick is that what Israel is doing now is nothing to do with the security of the Israelis, let alone
Palestinians, of course. But everything around revenge. Everybody knows, including the Israeli government,
including the morons among them — and there are a lot many of them — all of them know that this assault on
Gaza will not deliver any security for neither of the parties involves. Quite the contrary.

But still, they want to do it because they seek revenge. Because they act out of their guts full of hatred, just
like the Hamas did, by the way. And not because any reasonable — if anything can be regarded as reasonable
when someone is assaulted — not out of any reasonable long plan. And that’s what really makes me sick,
literally.

And I spoke to friends of mine, people I know on both sides of the — let’s call it, border. I talked to some
people in Gaza. I talked to some people, of course, in the south of Israel. And I spoke to people who object to
both massacres. I talked to Palestinians who totally oppose the slaughter that Hamas did in the south of Israel.
And I spoke to Israeli victims as well, survivors who lost their loved ones, who still stick to the views that
violence cannot bring but more violence.

I talked to, if you know, if you remember, [zzeldin Abuelaish, who is a doctor. Who in 2009, in another
assault of Israel on Gaza, lost in one missile, three of his daughters and a niece. And thereafter, two years
later, in 2011, he published a book. A very, you know, emotional book. And the title of the book is, not
accidently, is I Shall Not Hate.

So, I spoke to him two days ago. In the current assault in Gaza, 25 members of his family were killed. In
addition to the three daughters, and niece, he lost 14 years ago. And he still said that he shall never hate. And
that he’ll continue with the struggle for peace and peaceful solution for both peoples of the region. That’s my
example. That’s my ideal person.

Unfortunately, I am viciously attacked by Israelis right-wingers, including death threats for my view. Not
because — they try to accuse me in justifying the massacre Hamas, carried out. They tried to accuse me of
saying that Hamas bears no guilt for what they did. Which is, of course, a sheer lie.

They simply cannot tolerate, and they wouldn’t like to accept that I, and everyone else, can show sympathy
and empathy for the innocent people in Gaza. At the same time that one shows sympathy and care for the
people of Israel. It’s not a contradiction.

Once someone refers to any kind of a confrontation as a zero-sum game, that means that if one wins, the
other one necessarily loses. That’s exactly the practice of the “eye for an eye” that Mahatma Gandhi warned
against.

So, If I just make a paraphrase of what my friend Dr. Abuelaish said, that he shall never hate, I will say that I
shall never give up. Because everybody knows that there’s no violent solution to this confrontation. The only
solution to this situation, to the dire ongoing suffering of Palestinians and Israelis, is a peace — for a peaceful
solution.

That means that the occupation must be ended. That’s the core and the seed of the violence. Now, I do not say
that all Palestinians or Israelis — will perhaps, with the current situation — that most of them are interested in
that. But that’s our role, to encourage them and to try to convince them. Now both are full of anger. But anger
doesn’t lead to anywhere.
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That’s why people are so, you know, fearful of what — of the activity that I and my friends are trying to
present. They’re afraid of that. They are afraid that if someone speaks against violence and for peace, it
legitimizes the other side, even if it’s violent. No, that’s not the issue. That’s not the issue at all.

My friends and I are interested in the wellbeing of everybody. I would say everybody in the world. But for
our discussion, in the area. And I saw — I don’t know if you know, if you happen to see it because I’m not
sure it was translated. It should be. A couple of days ago, a very young woman, 19-years-old, from Kibbutz
Be’eri where there was a terrible slaughter. She lost many friends, peers, and others.

It was broadcasted on a Facebook video with her. In which she said two very important things. 19-years-old
woman. [ wish our leaders, everywhere, would have listened to her and adopted, and endorsed her
unbelievably smart and brave stance. And she said, among other things, two main things. The gist of her
video was as follows: First, as long as the people of Gaza are not free or cannot live in peace and security,
neither will we be able to live in peace and security. This is what she said, after she lost peers and others.

The other thing she said, which is, for me, it’s more than bravery. It’s something that I find it very hard even
to find the words to describe. She said — and I try to quote almost word by word. She said, “We were rescued
from the area in south of Israel. People saved us and took us from the slaughter. And we are now resorting, or
we found a safe haven in a hotel by the Dead Sea. But the people of Gaza have nowhere to go. And I'm
thinking about them.” That’s what she said. 19-years-old woman that lost so many peers and acquaintances
and friends in the kibbutz. People she knew since she was born. She was so amazingly impressive in saying
that, after all she’s suffered from and still does.

Saying such a thing, that she thinks about the people of Gaza that have no place to run and hide where she
and her friends are safe now. I think that that’s the most humane thing that one could imagine. I wish myself
to be able to endorse her views and her words.

But let’s start by focusing the governments to do that. Unfortunately, I’'m so angry at the Biden
administration. That has the power to stop it. Had the power to prevent it. If the Biden administration, months
ago, if not years ago, would have put some more pressure on the Israeli government to start serious
negotiations towards ending the occupation and reaching a peaceful agreement.

That must include, of course, the total independence of the Palestinian people in their own independent
sovereign state besides Israel. Had Biden done that, everything could be prevented. And now, instead of using
this terrible, disgraceful, massacre by Hamas, to put an end to the terrible bloodshed, and move further
forward to peace — instead of that, they send more arms to the area, preparing to a worse war that eventually
is going to harm everyone because that war will not stop there.

And not in the region, we are on the brink of a serious risk of Third World War. It is preventable. It’s not too
late for the Biden administration — and I hope that my voice be heard by someone close to him.

I beg that international community, with tears — literally. I beg the international community, the UN, the EU,
the Biden administration. Instead of sending more arms, you have the power to force the Palestinians and
Israelis to reach a just, peace solution that will prevent the blood of everybody — the Israelis, Palestinians, and
others. It’s in your hands. But you don’t do that. You use your hands to pull a trigger instead of signing a
treaty.

That reminds me of the famous play, ‘All My Sons” by Arthur Miller. I remember that in one scene of this
play someone says — I think it was after they discovered the son was killed — someone said that it was very,
very good if the finger that pulls the trigger was not invented, or something like that.
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So, I say the same. Especially to Biden. Instead of using your finger to pull the trigger, metaphorically
speaking, use it to hold a pen and sign a Just Peace Accord. You can do it. You can do it!

Now, I must say that I’'m very disappointed by some others who are regarded — justly or unjustly. I spoke with
this, within the Democratic Party. I sent a letter to Senator Bernie Sanders many months ago asking him to do
whatever he can to stop the pogroms that have been carried against Palestinians for months now in the West
Bank.

For those who are not very familiar with the reality, the West Bank is occupied by Israel. And the situation of
the Palestinians there — and I’m talking about pastoral communities, peaceful ones. Their situation has never
been worse because they have been suffering from a daily, and recently hourly, pogroms by settlers who go
there under the auspices of the Israeli occupation army. They assault those Palestinian pastures. Including old
people, children, women, etc.

They torture, you know, the fields, they cut the trees. They prevent the sheep from going out. They also shoot
them. They mock them. They humiliate them. And it was very clear that everything was going to erupt.

In addition, of course, the ongoing 16-year siege on Gaza which turned Gaza into a huge prison. It was very
clear. The writing was on the wall, unfortunately, written in blood. And I warned the government of Israel. I
wrote ten letters, formal letters in addition to other appeals to the Minister of Defense, the Israeli Minister of
Defense, to put an end to the pogroms first and foremost because those are, of course, to say the least, are
immoral, are criminal.

But also because I warned that those would lead to a terrible explosion that everybody is going to pay by
blood. Up to now, I haven’t got even one reply from the minister. Not even a laconic one. Nothing. I
appealed, almost helplessly, to Bernie Sanders six or seven months ago. And I urged him to assist to prevent
what was written on the wall. And I haven’t got any reply at all up to now. Shame on you.

Not on you, my friends, of course. You know what I mean. Shame on you, Senator Sanders. Shame on you,
Minister Gallant. That could have been prevented. And I just beg everyone to do whatever is possible.
Everything possible to prevent the next one, because the next one is just beyond the corner. And we must do
everything to prevent that.

Unfortunately, it seems that no one is really interested. When, perhaps, someone is going to be interested
among those leaders, perhaps when it’s too late. I hope not.

Michael: Well, thank you so much. I know that everything you said came from the heart. Let me ask you
some questions. Where is Yesh Gvul? Where is the Israeli peace movement in all of this?

Ofer: You know, currently there’s a — wouldn’t call it a division, but it’s not easy in the peace movement.
Let’s begin with that. The peace movement in Israel has got — has been weakened in the last eight years. If [
go back to the beginning of the century, I put a huge amount of responsibility for the problematic situation of
the peace movement on Ehud Barak. Because once Ehud Barak was the prime minister said there’s no
problem, which was a lie, which was a sham, it actually caused a huge harm to the peace movement. Not to
mention, of course, there’s a responsibility for the massacre that occurred in Israel in October 2000.

But look, the vast majority of leftists in Israel, the vast majority of Palestinian citizens in Israel, voted for
Barak in the 1999 elections because then it changed thereafter. But in those elections in 1999, there was a
direct vote for the prime minister alongside for the Knesset.

And Barak won, if [ remember correctly, in a knockout, especially thanks to the Arab vote and to the leftist
vote. And he caused a huge disappointment in his actig%ty and behavior and management. First and foremost,
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as I said, because of the October events. And secondly, because he said there was no problem.

That caused two things. First, it eliminated a huge amount of the Arab citizens from the system. And then you
can see the result, the consequences up till now, the percentages of voters among the Arab citizens in the
elections are very, very low because we are still carrying the consequence of this behavior of Barak’s.

And secondly, it caused a sort of crisis within the peace movement, that still, the consequences are with us.
So, the peace movement in Israel does exist. It’s very brave. Perhaps more than ever because now it’s much
more — even I would say not only hard, but it’s even sometimes dangerous. Like myself and others, activists,
peace activists are sometimes beaten. And they’re beaten not only by police and army demonstrations, either
in the occupied territories or within Israel. It doesn’t matter at the moment.

They are also attacked by right-wing — right-wingers, you know. And this is totally legitimated at the
moment, given the incitement, the ongoing incitement by Netanyahu and his thugs. It’s now totally legitimate
to look at peace activists and peace lovers as traitors, as fifth column, as people who are doomed to be
attacked if not killed.

Just a few days ago — I don’t know if it was published in the states, a friend of mine who happens to be an
ultra-Orthodox Jew who is very, very leftist and very peace activist. His name is Israel Frey. He lives in Bnei
Brak, which is immensely ultra-Orthodox.

He was attacked in his home by a mob. He was attacked. People outside — I think there were 300 people
outside of his home. Not just shouting, throwing stuff, but also shooting — how do you call this? [Bomb-
fires], you know, at his home.

You know why? Because what? It was a specific thing. You know what Kaddish is? Kaddish is a prayer, a
Jewish prayer for the dead.

Michael: [Yisgadal v’yiskadash sh’mei rabbaw]

Ofer: Yes, exactly. So, he came back to the Kaddish prayer for the victims of the violence, and included those
who were butchered by Hamas, but those who were killed by Israel too. Because of that, his home was
attacked by a mob. Because he expressed sympathy. Not for Hamas terrorists, for innocent civilians in Gaza.
So, he was attacked.

And I tried to call him, and he couldn’t — he couldn’t speak. It was late at night there. And he couldn’t speak.
Our conversation was, you know, it was hanged up. And people called the police. The police arrived, I would
say, not early enough. They took him from his home and accompanied him. They didn’t give him shelter. And
they didn’t protect him. They just took him to his car and left him there.

And he had to run away from the mob and seek refuge in Ichilov Hospital in Tel Aviv. And he couldn’t get
out of the hospital all night long because the mob was expecting him and the police wasn’t there. The police —
the police, the Israeli police doesn’t exist anymore. It is a private fascist militia of Ben-Gvir, the fascist, racist
minister.

And because of that, the police doesn’t actually do its role. It doesn’t function as a police, but as a private
fascist militia. That was only one example out of many. It’s not that the police doesn’t defend the peace lovers
and the peace activists. Sometimes it joins the thugs that attack them.

That happened a few days ago in a demonstration in Tel Aviv where people, peace lovers who protested the
assault on Gaza. They were attacked by people in the street, by just people who passed by, you know,
bystanders. And the police didn’t help. And they allow those attackers to go away with — no one was arrested.
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A few hours before they arrested peace lovers that demonstrated. They were arrested. People who right now
in Israel, people, especially Arab citizens who write or express in the social media, just expressed sympathy
for the people of Gaza. Not for Hamas, and of course, not support for Hamas terrorists. Just expressed
sympathy for the people of Gaza, the innocent ones. Just expressed opposition to war. They are arrested
because of that, or at the minimum, called upon for interrogation. People are suspended from their work. At
the university, I know one person who was suspended from the [Technion]. And others are suspended because
they only express sympathy for the innocent people of Gaza.

So, it’s very difficult to be a peace activist. And the peace movement is in a deep problem now because those
people that the peace movement consists of, and the vicious attack under the auspices of the police and the
judicial system. Sometimes, as I said, by cooperation of police.

But, you know, in the Bible it said — I don’t remember the exact quote. But when the people of Israel were in
Egypt, it was said to the pharaoh, that the stronger the people of Israel are assaulted, the stronger they will be.
Something like that. That’s the gist, of course, of the proverb. But I don’t remember the exact one, the
language. I remember in Hebrew, but not in English.

So, anyway, it’s very difficult. We need support from the international community. And again, sorry for
saying that. But I’'m so disappointed and angry by the behavior of the democratic administration in the states.

We do need your assistance, the civil — you know, the civil society, if not the government. But we shall
overcome, as the song goes.

Michael: We shall overcome.

Stephanie: You are listening to Nonviolence Radio and we’re speaking with Dr. Ofer Cassif from the Israeli
Knesset about the current crisis in Israel-Palestine. Let’s return to that interview.

Michael: What do you think is the next step, Dr. Cassif? Where do we start to get out of all this? It’s a very
dark picture at the moment. What do we do next? What do we do as American citizens? What about the
international community?

Ofer: First of all, you know, it’s too early to know. I’'m not trying to be a prophet. So, I won’t say that [ know
what’s going to happen. In the short term, I’'m very pessimistic, unfortunately. In the short term, I think more
people are going to pay with their lives. Obviously, especially, in the Palestinian occupied territories, in Gaza,
that is bombarded. In the West Bank, the Palestinians are still have been attacked and killed in pogroms by
settlers and by the occupation forces.

And of course, Israel, because I’'m afraid that the Israelis are going to be attacked as well. As I said before, I
want everybody to live in peace and security. I have to repeat it, unfortunately, because people — every time
that I say something in favor of, you know, express sympathy for the Palestinians, immediately I’m accused
as if [ don’t care about the Israelis or the Jews, which is, of course, a terrible lie. I care about each and every
individual.

As I said, in the short run, I’'m very pessimistic. I'm terrified that this local war is going to spread. Because if
it goes on one stage or another, I’'m afraid that others are going to join the war that may be Hezbollah in
Lebanon. That may be Iran. That may be Syria. Hopefully not. But the danger is there. It’s not a coincidence
that the United States sent so many battleships, etc., to the region.

So, I’'m very afraid of a regional war, not just a local one, which will very easily and quickly may spread into
a large-scale war that may be even, as I said before, a Third World War.
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Now, I’m saying that now. Not in order to cast pessimism on anyone, but only to tell everybody that that can
be prevented because we are still not there. But in order to prevent it, something must be done. And as long as
the leaders of different countries or states don’t do that, it’s our role and moral obligation to force them to do
SO.

I think the citizens of the United States — and I know there are so many millions of Americans who are really
peace lovers, given their religious beliefs or given the humanism. The history of the United States is full of
people, like those who fought against the slavery, for instance. Quakers, for instance. You know, people like
Martin Luther King. We have so many people to learn from. And I know there are millions, disciples of those
people. Speak up. Speak up.

And I beg you to do another thing. When you express sympathy for the Palestinian people, also express
sympathy for the Israelis. Because there’s a symbiosis there. Morally and realistically and practically. Express
sympathy for all those who are suffering, for all those who are assaulted. Israelis and Palestinians alike. Go to
the streets.

Repeat the one million parade Martin Luther King did 60 years ago. You can do that. I promise to join you.
It’s in your power. I really believe that the main power now — and I’m talking, you know, realpolitik. I’'m not
talking now, you know, idealism. Although, I do consider myself as one.

But realistically, I think that the people of the United States, if they go to the streets in parades, with force.
And it’s not a coincidence that I refer to an example, the one million parade of Martin Luther King’s. You can
do that. If one million people go to the Pentagon, for instance. Go to the streets of D.C. If more than one
million people all over the states go to the streets and shout together at Biden’s administration, at
congressman and senators, “Stop the bloodshed,” you will succeed. But alas, that hasn’t happened yet.

Stephanie: I think that there’s so much disinformation out there. And there’s such a strong commitment to
violence all over the world, especially in terms of politics and vengeance and revenge. That’s why when
we’re thinking of this conflict, we realize when people are talking about what’s the cause of it? And we can
talk about the occupation. We can talk about different forms of violence. What if we said that the cause of this
is our commitment to violence on all sides.

Ofer: You know much better than me what is the public discourse, you know, in your place. And what people
are ready to listen to and whatnot. So, I cannot say anything better than you. Quite the contrary.

But if we talk in principle, I think people should understand that simply, it doesn’t matter who’s guilty with
this because that is with the past. We cannot bring back the days that have already passed.

But we can take care of the future. And I think that’s the best — that’s the main message. That in order to make
a future where it’s better for everyone — and as I said before, I’'m committed, and I know you too. For
everyone, Jews, and Muslims, and Christians and others — Palestinians, Israelis, Americans, Frenchmen. It
doesn’t matter. We are committed to humanity. That’s how I consider myself. Some people may add that not
only to humanity, but to any living creature, which I can totally respect.

So, that commitment may be, should be, in regard to the future. Because very often I hear from people — and,
by the way, all over the place. Not in one specific community or nation or whatever.

So many times, more often than not, I hear people are talking “the dead commanded us to do this. The dead
commanded us to do that.” Excuse me, I don’t give a you-know-what about the dead. They are not coming
back. And even those that do believe that the dead are coming back, they are not coming back at the moment.
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Our obligation must be to those who are living. We cannot bury them alive. We should bury the dead. Not
alive. So, we must talk about the future. The message should be, whoever is guilty in the terrible massacres
that occurred, much more important is to prevent the current one and the next one. I think that should be the
message.

I want to believe that most human beings will be ready to pay attention to such a message.

Stephanie: And in terms of nonviolent activism or peace actions in Israel-Palestine, as you described, it’s
extremely dangerous to show any other opinion because people are trying to create a unified voice in terms of
retribution right now. So, you understand that this is going to be risky behavior. Maybe protests and going out
in the street aren’t the right strategy at this moment. Maybe its, you know, more disbursed actions, more —

Ofer: I was talking specifically about the United States, Europe, and some other places, I don’t know if it’s
dangerous there. I know, and I lament it, that for instance, it is now legally forbidden to demonstrate in
Germany, in France against the war. That’s crazy. It’s illegal to demonstrate against war. Are you mad? That’s
the main thing that we should do, to demonstrate against war. Any war. That’s just simply lunatic.

And it comes from people who are supposed to be more, a lot more moderate. The government of France is,
at the moment, not in the hands of Le Pen. Macron is not supposed to be a bigot, but he acts as if he was.
Same about Germany. So, that’s, you know, that’s crazy.

Now if I concentrate in what’s going on in Israel, despite the danger, you know, and I just salute my
companions in Israel that still go to the streets. I’'m not in Israel at the moment. I’'m in South America. Not
because I ran away. It should be emphasized, I participated in a seminar in Mexico before the massacre and
the war began. And I was just stuck there. So, I’'m in exile to some extent.

But I salute my friends, my comrades, my companions that don’t give up and still, you know, goes to the
streets. Even today they went to the street to demonstrate with all the danger against the war. And by the way,
they’ve taken double danger — or three-fold danger. They know they take the risk of being beaten and
attacked by Rightists.

They take the danger and risk of being beaten, assaulted, and arrested by the police, which, as I said, tend to
be a private militia of the fascist government, in general. And the fascist, racist minister of so-called national
security in particular. But they also take the risk of being missiled by Hamas.

A few days ago, in the middle of a demonstration, Hamas shot missiles on Tel Aviv, and they had to find a
shelter, to run for shelter. But they still go to the streets. They go in the streets, I salute them. They must hear
your voice supporting them. It’s very, very encouraging.

But as I said, everywhere that this is possible, legally, and not too risky. I have no right to demand anyone to
take the risk. But wherever it’s not risky, go to the streets and do something. And as far as I know, correct me
if ’'m wrong, in the United States, it’s still legal and possible to flood the streets with millions of people

demonstrating for peace and against violence in the Middle East. So, I hope you can do that and will do that.

Stephanie: I have a couple more questions. I just would like to get your opinion. Somebody recently sent us
some interview with Ali Abunimah. He’s from an organization called Electronic Intifada, who was retelling
the story of the terrorist attacks that Hamas. This was a victory for the Hamas military. It was a military
maneuver. And it showed that there’s still a lot of support for Hamas as engaging in these kinds of “strategic
military actions.”

He said attacking — he called them, “So-called civilians. So-called civilians.” And I just would love to hear
how you would respond to these kinds of framings Ofllt]?ZC issue.
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Ofer: I think that if someone refers to butchering children and women, and generally, innocent civilians as a
military victory, I think that person — it doesn’t matter from where he comes, should be ashamed, to say the
least. I cannot see such a person as a partner to my struggle. That’s a shame. That’s a disgrace.

And “so-called innocent civilians”? Babies were butchered. So-called innocent civilians. Just imagine if
someone in Israel would have said the same? And people do say the same. My reaction to both is the same.
You are both criminal thugs.

Stephanie: I appreciate hearing your opinion on that because I think that here on the Left in the United
States, in particular, there’s a sense that the right thing to do is to justify Hamas’ violence in some way.

Ofer: That’s what they said before. I mean, that’s not a zero-sum game. People must understand it. Either
everybody loses or everybody wins. That’s the only thing, you know? If the violence continues, everybody is
going to lose. It’s told that the Palestinians are the primary victims because they are powerless or the weakest
side. But the Israelis are losing too and are going to lose more. So, everybody is going to lose. That goes back
to our starting point — the “eye for an eye” warning of Gandhi’s.

And if there’s peace, everybody wins. I think that’s the only message that should, you know, the bottom line.

Michael: There has been a nonviolent movement on both sides. We’ve spoken with Palestinians, in villages
like At-Tuwani, and in Bethlehem, and many, many Israelis who are committed to nonviolence. Are they
visible while this is going on?

Ofer: I'm not there at the moment, so I don’t know how visible they are. Of course, there’s a strong
nonviolent code, or strategy or belief. I don’t know at the moment how much they’re heard. First, as I said
before, because it’s dangerous. Even when a nonviolent activist, for instance, in Israel, is going to post a post
in Facebook saying, “Let’s end the war for the sake of everybody’s life,” that one maybe arrested on the spot.

So, I don’t know how visible they are at the moment. But they exist, that’s for sure. Both sides. And should
exist.

Stephanie: Just one day after the interview that Dr. Cassif conducted with us at Nonviolence Radio we
received word from his assistant that the Knesset issued a 45-day ban from Knesset sessions because of his
conducting a foreign media interviews in which they say he accuses the Israeli government of committing a
massacre in Gaza.

His response is the following: “The ethics committee’s decision is another nail in the coffin of freedom of
political expression in Israel. In each of my interviews, I strongly and blatantly condemned of and expressed
my deep disgust at the criminal massacres by Hamas. My political statements against the occupation and war
are not statements against the state of Israel since peace and justice also serve it and its citizens. All Israelis
are severely harmed by the everlasting bloodshed and the narrowing of the democratic space.

The Israeli government is indeed carrying out a massacre in Gaza and wished for war and violence to pursue
its policy. My statements are legal and legitimate political ones. My punishment is a form of political
persecution. The “government of atrocities” is bringing a disaster upon both the people of Israel and the
Palestinian people. And now also conducts a McCarthyism style hunting campaign against critical voices
within the Israeli society.

Even in these difficult days, I will not be silent and will continue to fight for the principles, for the realization
of which I was elected, peace, equality, and justice for all.”
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Again, those are the comments by Knesset member Cassif in response to being banned from Knesset sessions
by the ethics committee for 45 days. The ban was decided after a series of critical interviews with foreign
media in which Dr. Cassif accused the Israeli government of committing a massacre in Gaza.

You’ve been listening to Nonviolence Radio. I’'m Stephanie Van Hook. I’m here with Michael Nagler. We
want to thank our guest Dr. Ofer Cassif for joining us today. We want to thank our mother station, KWMR, to
all the stations across Pacifica who help support and syndicate the show.

Thank you very much to Matt Watrous, Annie Hewitt, Sophia Pechaty, and especially to our friend Bryan
Farrell over at Waging Nonviolence as well who helps to syndicate the show. Thank you so much.
Everybody, you can find the show at NonviolenceRadio.org. And if you want to learn more about
nonviolence, go to MettaCenter.org.

And until the next time, everybody, please take care of one another.

Music — “Hate is Too Heavy” by Gary Nicholson

NONVIOLENCE RADIO TEAM

Nonviolence Radio Team consists of Michael Nagler, Stephanie Van Hook, Annie Hewitt and Matthew
Watrous.

194

https://wagingnonviolence.org/metta/podcast/israeli-knesset-member-ofer-cassif-vow-to-never-give-up-on-a-peaceful-solution/ 11/11






1/17/24, 11:14 AM maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171

196

https://www.maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171 1/4



1/17/24, 11:14 AM maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171

mun e
€ o
mnim e

097”9 nnan

JU ININNA N On 27Un-@r1n
|0 7337 N21AN | ONTIN MNXUna

ONNN 1227 D'NINN NOYTION T7 'MIANIHINY NN

IN'IND N2 N7UNNN WY NT M NAYN TN LNIMXyNl
[/ITN1 INNT7 YN ''0079 N2 TN 7007 NXNW 'N" 13 171,71 "MNNY
"ONNN

JIMADN
/ QDI 91V / 'YNDIND TNTNA / 1NN 'Na
712 NN NNNTN

(90 UNT9 ,TNNIN NP0V :DIT'X) ONNN 71NN

AN MINNnN ‘\'7ﬁﬁm>\m1 AT HNIN NN TVN IMNUINID DNV NUIN
https://www.maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171 2/4



1/17/24, 11:14 AM maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171

1HiwiJw 1 1\JJ1 Il HJiNrJd_1 ,1 11 IIJI AV Jiladd 1vid Jlrawilii i AV vidaw

ONNN |INN 7Y 1227 D'NINN N'OYTI9N DIT7 "ANEIN 1D |10 7T
1IN |'N'11 N7WNNN BN DTN NAWN TN ININXYNNTI AVINNN
71N INNT7 YN N'20079 NN 7207 NXNY '™ 1D 1771 INNY
12N 021" 1IN ONNNT ON'NNY 'YN0IND NN YWD N1 'l ,"ONNN

D7IVT7 VTII' N7 DNTYINN 770 7w 071 :0'wWYIN 7"NNA
"D'WIN NINA 7V DNATN NN I'WIVI,TON OTN |2 ' 07 TYT7)"

I7 VN QNI ONNN |I07W N790N 'N' NITYNN 1VIN] DY \wna
,1'1IVNN NTI2 Y1220 N7NVNT NI TN XN YWONT NN 7V 0'90)
JUITNINNN N2 7Y 12710 QOIVA IWed

NAW DI TND JNVT 12TT NNV 7V 719 127N 'R NITWNN 7V N7 N
DITINY .0N2) DN DN, NN 7Y NINWNENIINAN 7V 121V 1IN
I70INW 12VWT DN N7 ON D'NNN DN 1D, 12VWT 00N 7Y DINTY
Yi7 PN NIVRNQI NN

'MTN'7 NAW 1'90 N770NN ,Y1270N - 20N 7 0N2IN 0'V'9INNN DYN N7
- DNINQ .NTY 7Y IXNNT WI20N 721 PO'7190 NITVONN ,NIDNN DY
,0N"N1 .01 I'YWIY 071D DNY7VY ,N'00T0 NO'NY 7w D'N'NN NI
,0'00/ 21N, 072120 NXNYNINNIY 7Y NI - 0NN 701210 N7 {770
DN7Y ,0'NWINN D'TIOWNI D700 ,0'12219N ,0'00'0 7N D7 N7
L0'XNIN 1JP2D] N7 ON ,ONNN T2 NI NIN'N 11211220 MNATN 7NN

NN 'M2ANJI D190 NN 'NI9'0 M MIYENT "NIIFNAY 1IN N NTIT

JUWIIN 'MT20 DIVITA 97’01 ONNN'YYO 7V VT 0TIV 70 |VNT ,02ND

JVPINIDTN 'MNAN 7Y NINNND DNIETN DN ONYEVYNY D7IVR 7 |VnT
SNTNON N NYTIN T NANJIENT7Y] DY NMNN0NY

'VI19 T2 N120N 271 YY1 ONNNY 2001, NINYAD N7 121V 1IN TNI
TV D'NINIED'NIT DY7INN .ONIWN NTN,ODNT707 1] NN NTY D770

G .l%fs-.-\-\“ R

https://www.maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171 3/4



1/17/24, 11:14 AM maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171
/I IR LJHNR XD LD R LY LA U IR 1D (11401 Wi

JIMYT 72NN 7V ,NINYIN NIXX9NWI ,0NY'NAN .10 2N NIVNT 'WJY
N1I07,017WT71 {7TXT 'MI2INN NN V0N NNIYWN NT D L 7TINWN NT NI

D712 YIND 1wl

JIN2' NAIT |21 - NINN,M2N T7 NONIY ,NATI7 - W79 'T120 7w D17

7"VN"W"TN DYON 3"N NIn 2NN

1%

https://www.maariv.co.il/landedpages/printarticle.aspx?id=1046171 4/4






A1



14389



183






1%









117124, 11:24 AM IResist the dehumanization of Palestinians and Israelis - 7x¢* 21rwno1'x '0omx
In the West, a disturbing trend has emerged among some young people of
dehumanizing Israelis, and, sometimes, Jews. This serves to rationalize killing them or
violating their rights by reducing them to proxies of Israeli oppression. This is
demonstrated, inter alia, in the indifferent or distorted attitude towards ** ~f
the hostages in Gaza within these circles. Conversely, in Israel and amor‘ & niwa)
Israel circles globally, dehumanization of Palestinians in general and Gazans in
particular is common, mainly expressed by associating all Gazans with Hamas. This
association is used by them to rationalize indiscriminate killing and denial of
humanitarian aid. Additionally, the growing wave of Islamophobia in the West, which

paints Muslims broadly as terrorists, is both reprehensible and alarming.

The dehumanization of Israelis and Jews, as well as Palestinians and Muslims, is
unacceptable. A person is not merely a representation of a collective identity, history,
events, or political orientation. A consistent humanistic approach must address all
these unacceptable developments.

Furthermore, a crucial distinction must be made between pro-Palestinian protests
and support for crimes against Israelis. The space allowed for pro-Palestinian protest
must not be narrowed, as was recently done in many cases. At the same time, we
must oppose any rationalization of crimes against civilians, regardless of their identity
or location.

Therefore, we, the undersigned, express our commitment to raising a clear voice
against the dehumanization of Palestinians, Muslims, Israelis, and Jews.

Achinoam Nini (Noa), Ala Dakka, Amichai Lau-Lavie, Ari Folman, Arie Krampf, Avi
Dabush, Avi Mograbi, Avigail Sperber, Avner Gvaryahu, Avshalom Pollak, Axel Honneth,
Barak Heymann, Dalit Matatyahu, Dan Yakir, Daniel Hacklai, David Grossman, Dov
Khenin, Eran Tzidkiyahu, Esawi Frej, Esti Zakheim, Eva lllouz, Eyal Rozmarin, Gadi
Algazi, Gideon Lester, Hagai Levi, Hagai Boas, Hannan Abu-hussein, Hava Karavan,
Henriette DahanKalev, Iris Leal, Iris Zaki, ltamar Mann, Itay Tiran, Joshua Simon,
Khader Agami Abu-Seif, Kohei Saito, Lahav Halevy, Libby Lenkinski, Menashe Noy,
Michael Sfard, Michal Aviad, Michal Heiman, Michéle Lamont, Miki Kratsman, Molly
Malekar, Morad Hasan, Mossi Raz, Nadav Lapid, Nissan Shor, Nito Hoffman, Noam
Sheizaf, Ofer Cassif, Ofer Dagan, Ofri llany, Ohad Naharin, Peter Beinart, Rani Blair,
Ranin Boulos, Roee Rosen, Ruchama Marton, Shede Abbass, Shira Geffen, Shlomi
Elkabetz, Slavoj Zizek, Tamar Getter, Tamar karavan, Thabet Abu Rass, Tomer
Heymann, Tomer Persico, Udi Aloni, Yael Sternhell, Yanal Jabarin, Yonatan Gher, Yossi

Dahan, Yossi Zabari, Yuli Novak, Zeev Engelmayer, Ziv Stahl, Zohar Wagner
18
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This open letter is an initiative of the Pro-Human Camp Network and Amnesty
International Israel

Why that's so important? Read more >> bit.ly/4agasf7
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Statements

IPU LEADERSHIP STATEMENT ON THE SITUATION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

Mon, 09/10/2023 - 11:50

The IPU is following with great concern the fighting in Israel and the Gaza Strip.

We strongly condemn the attacks by Hamas against Israeli towns and are concerned by reports that citizens have been taken hostage. We
offer our deepest condolences to the families of the hundreds who have been killed and to all those who have been affected by the

fighting on both sides.

We call for the release of all citizens who have been abducted. Civilians should never be used as pawns for political purposes or in war,

which is contrary to international humanitarian law.

We urge both sides to show maximum restraint to avoid more bloodshed. We call on parliamentarians from the region to come together to

find diplomatic solutions to avoid further escalation of the situation. The IPU offers its good offices to facilitate dialogue in this regard.
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