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“Demonstrations within Israel

- Demonstrations took place in over 30 towns and villages
throughout Israel from 29 September onwards.
Demonstrations which were not opposed by the police - for
instance in Haifa, Reine near Nazareth, and other villages -
passed off peacefully without loss of life. In Umm al-Fahm,
after two days of demonstration with loss of life, the police
did not show up on the third day and the demonstration

passed off without injury.

- In some cases, especially in northern Israel, at Nazareth,
Umm al-Fahm, Sakhnin and Arrabeh, the military policing
methods of Gaza and the West Bank were used: ie meeting
demonstrators in force, rapid escalation to firing of rubber-
coated metal bullets and live ammunition without

attempting to use non-lethal means of dispersal.

- Sometimes, after the death of a demonstrator, security
forces appeared to have had recourse to teargas in massive

quantities and demonstrators dispersed.

- On 2 October at about 2pm demonstrators gathered in the
village of Arrabeh and marched out of the village to a
location symbolic of the village's confiscated lands in olive

orchards near a rubbish dump, at a place where
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demonstrators posed no danger to life or property. Police,
including the army and special forces, were on the hillside
above the demonstrators; they shot tear gas and then
charged the demonstrators, who numbered about 200, firing
rubber-coated metal bullets and live ammunition as they
scattered. Two demonstrators were killed, Ala' Khaled
Nasser, 22, and Asil Hassan 'Asleh, aged 17. Asil 'Asleh
had been a supporter of "Seeds of Peace", a group which
worked for Jewish-Arab friendship. He had stayed in their
camp in Maryland in the United States and was wearing his
Seeds of Peace T-shirt when he died. Witnesses say they
saw him beaten to the ground by security forces; he was

shot in the neck at close range.

- Witnesses told Amnesty International that an ambulance
was called after he was shot, but did not arrive due to the
restrictions on movement imposed by police and soldiers.
Asil 'Asleh was taken by private car to the Haifa Medical
Centre in Sakhnin to receive emergency first aid. He was
then transferred to another hospital in Nahariya, less than
an hour away, but the ambulance in which he was being
transported was delayed at several checkpoints. Upon
arrival at Nahariya hospital, doctors immediately tried to
operate on Asil 'Asleh, but he could not be saved. His
grieving father said to Amnesty International delegates: "In
normal circumstances, the  police serve the people; they

do not kill them."”

: DNRO-ON DN OO PR DY A pa,m»T HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH yoN .34
“Um al-Fahm
- At Um al-Fahm Human Rights Watch investigated two
days of clashes between Israeli security forces and

Palestinian citizens of Israel where the use of excessive
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lethal force by Israeli security forces resulted in Palestinian
deaths and injuries. The clashes began on the morning of
October 1, following a prayer service and symbolic funeral
procession held well inside Um al-Fahm for four
Palestinians killed in Jerusalem by Israeli police on
September 29...

- At no time on either day do the security forces appear to
have faced imminent threats to their lives or serious injury.
On both days wind conditions allowed security forces to
use tear gas effectively to disperse the demonstrators when
they wished to do so. On October 3 the crowd dispersed on
its own when they arrived at the junction and found no
police forces present.”
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