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“The Committee is concerned at information that, at the time of the dialogue,
the State party was postponing, on the basis of security concerns the return of
the bodies of 18 Palestinians to their families. In this respect, the Committee
notes the information provided by the delegation that, after a new evaluation of
all the relevant circumstances, the State party has agreed to initiate the return of
the bodies for the purpose of burial, subject to arrangements to guarantee that
the burial process would be conducted in a secure and non-violent manner (art.

16).

The State party should take the measures necessary to return the bodies of
the Palestinians that have not yet been returned to their relatives as soon
as possible so they can be buried in accordance with their traditions and
religious customs, and to avoid that similar situations are repeated in the

future.”
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