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“Founded in the right to life, law enforcement rules based on international
human rights law permit potentially lethal force by law enforcement
agencies or security forces only in self-defence or for the defence of others
when there is an imminent threat to life. A State’s use of force must be
necessary to achieve a legitimate law enforcement objective, and the force
used must be proportionate to the harm being averted. The use of firearms
against the human body is potentially lethal force.

For a threat to life to be regarded as imminent, an attacker should have no
remaining preparatory steps and be in sufficient geographic proximity for
the attack to succeed. An imminent or immediate threat should be
understood to mean a matter of seconds, not hours.”
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“The Israeli security forces killed and maimed Palestinian demonstrators
who did not pose an imminent threat of death or serious injury to others
when they were shot, nor were they directly participating in hostilities. Less
lethal alternatives remained available and substantial defences were in
place, rendering the use of lethal force neither necessary nor proportionate,

and therefore impermissible.

The commission therefore found reasonable grounds to believe that

demonstrators were shot in violation of their right to life or of the principle

of distinction under international humanitarian law.”
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The commission recommends that the Government of Israel:

(a) Refrain from using lethal force against civilians, including children,
journalists, health workers and persons with disabilities, who pose no
imminent threat to life;

(b) Ensure that the rules of engagement:

(1) Do not authorize lethal force against “main inciters” as a status; and
ensure that the rules permit such force only as a last resort, where the
person targeted poses an imminent threat to life or directly
participates in hostilities;

(if) Prohibit targeting persons based solely on their actual or alleged
affiliation to any group, rather than their conduct.
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(b) Ensure that all those injured at demonstrations are permitted
prompt access to hospitals elsewhere in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, in Israel or abroad,;

(c) Ensure timely access of medical and all other humanitarian
workers to Gaza, including to provide treatment to those injured in the
context of demonstrations;

(d) Ensure efficient coordination for entry of medical items and
equipment into Gaza, and remove the prohibition of entry applied to
items with legitimate protective and medical uses, including carbon
fibre components for the treatment of limb injuries.
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(a) Investigate promptly, impartially and independently every protest-
related killing and injury in accordance with international standards,
to determine whether war crimes or crimes against humanity have
been committed with a view to holding those found to be responsible
accountable;

(b) In accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/147, ensure
prompt, adequate and effective remedies for those killed or injured
unlawfully, including timely rehabilitation, compensation, satisfaction
and guarantees of non-repetition;

(c) Amend the law on civil liability to provide a remedy to Gazans
through Israeli courts for breaches of international human rights law
or international humanitarian law by the Israeli security forces.
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