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“The Hard Core, on arrival hurl rocks at the police, generally with
little hope of injuring or damaging the police or police positions.
Whereupon the police and military units respond with a mixture of
C.S. smoke (tear gas), rubber coated metal bullets and live
ammunition consisting of a variety of small caliber bullets. Serious
causalities are inevitable. These are good military tactics for

discouraging or wiping out an enemy, they are not policing.”
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“Where it is the police duty to protect the public, a demonstration
that results in death and many serious injuries to the public, no
capture or neutralization of those throwing stones at police, but no

police or security unit injuries is not a success, it is a failure.”
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“A military commander wishes to minimize risk to his soldiers and
maximize injury to the enemy. A police commander should
endeavor to preserve the peace and protect public lives and
property, and knows that to do so will involve taking risks, which

endanger police personnel.”
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“Damage to property sometimes occurred at the Symbolic
Locations, such as the burning of a bank or burger bar (after the
shooting at demonstrators), or stone throwing. The simple
protection of property where no life is or is likely to be put in
danger cannot justify the widespread and ill-targeted use of lethal

force.”
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“The use of automatic fire, rifle and other highly penetrative
rounds, or bullets which travel long distances and risk killing
people beyond the target are less valuable in disorder situations.
Sometimes such weapons, though fired accurately, kill the wrong
target, or may pass through the target or its vicinity to penetrate,
injure or Kkill, even within buildings, beyond the target. Inaccurate,
excessive, or poorly targeted fire adds further to the danger that

innocent people will die.”
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“Where sudden and violent death is occurring in civil society the
appropriate authorities and the police have a duty to investigate the
circumstances of such death, prosecute any criminal activity or
breaking of the law, or discipline any police personnel breaking
their orders, rules of engagement or otherwise using unnecessary
force. This duty cannot be discharged without proper investigation

of the circumstances of gathering evidence.”
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“In the end, the code of silence all but assures impunity for officers

who commit human rights violations since, without information

about brutal incidents from fellow officers, administrative and

criminal penalties are much less likely. In such a climate, officers

who commit abuses flourish.”
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7 Shielded From Justice: Police Brutality and Accountability (Human Rights Watch, 1998) 71.
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“Demonstrations within Israel

Demonstrations took place in over 30 towns and villages
throughout Israel from 29 September onwards. Demonstrations
which were not opposed by the police - for instance in Haifa,
Reine near Nazareth, and other villages - passed off peacefully
without loss of life. In Umm al-Fahm, after two days of
demonstration with loss of life, the police did not show up on

the third day and the demonstration passed off without injury.

In some cases, especially in northern Israel, at Nazareth, Umm
al-Fahm, Sakhnin and Arrabeh, the military policing methods
of Gaza and the West Bank were used: ie meeting
demonstrators in force, rapid escalation to firing of rubber-
coated metal bullets and live ammunition without attempting to

use non-lethal means of dispersal.

Sometimes, after the death of a demonstrator, security forces
appeared to have had recourse to teargas in massive quantities

and demonstrators dispersed.



On 2 October at about 2pm demonstrators gathered in the
village of Arrabeh and marched out of the village to a location
symbolic of the village's confiscated lands in olive orchards
near a rubbish dump, at a place where demonstrators posed no
danger to life or property. Police, including the army and
special forces, were on the hillside above the demonstrators;
they shot tear gas and then charged the demonstrators, who
numbered about 200, firing rubber-coated metal bullets and
live ammunition as they scattered. Two demonstrators were
killed, Ala’ Khaled Nasser, 22, and Asil Hassan 'Asleh, aged
17. Asil 'Asleh had been a supporter of "Seeds of Peace"”, a
group which worked for Jewish-Arab friendship. He had stayed
in their camp in Maryland in the United States and was
wearing his Seeds of Peace T-shirt when he died. Witnesses
say they saw him beaten to the ground by security forces; he
was shot in the neck at close range.

Witnesses told Amnesty International that an ambulance was
called after he was shot, but did not arrive due to the
restrictions on movement imposed by police and soldiers. Asil
'‘Asleh was taken by private car to the Haifa Medical Centre in
Sakhnin to receive emergency first aid. He was then transferred
to another hospital in Nahariya, less than an hour away, but the
ambulance in which he was being transported was delayed at
several checkpoints. Upon arrival at Nahariya hospital, doctors
immediately tried to operate on Asil 'Asleh, but he could not be
saved. His grieving father said to Amnesty International
delegates: "In normal circumstances, the police serve the

"

people; they do not kill them.
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“Um al-Fahm



At Um al-Fahm Human Rights Watch investigated two days of
clashes between lIsraeli security forces and Palestinian citizens
of Israel where the use of excessive lethal force by Israeli
security forces resulted in Palestinian deaths and injuries. The
clashes began on the morning of October 1, following a prayer
service and symbolic funeral procession held well inside Um
al-Fahm for four Palestinians killed in Jerusalem by Israeli

police on September 29...

At no time on either day do the security forces appear to have
faced imminent threats to their lives or serious injury. On both
days wind conditions allowed security forces to use tear gas
effectively to disperse the demonstrators when they wished to
do so. On October 3 the crowd dispersed on its own when they

arrived at the junction and found no police forces present.”
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“3. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person”
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“6(1). Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right
shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his
life.
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“5. Whenever the lawful use of force and firearms is

unavoidable, law enforcement officials shall:

(a) Exercise restraint in such use and act in proportion to the
seriousness of the offence and the legitimate objective to be

achieved;

(b) Minimize damage and injury, and respect and preserve

human life;

(c) Ensure that assistance and medical aid are rendered to any

injured or affected persons at the earliest possible moment;

9 Adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, Havana, Cuba, 27 August to 7 September 1990. See also Code of Conduct for Law
Enforcement Officials. Adopted by General Assembly resolution 34/169 of 17 December 1979.

10 “have a vital role in the protection of the right to life, liberty and security of the person, as guaranteed
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and reaffirmed in the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.” Ibid.



(d) Ensure that relatives or close friends of the injured or

affected person are notified at the earliest possible moment.”

Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement 27x~

.5 /0 Novw Noodd Officials

NINIPYN DN NINMH PR TPV MDY ON IN DIPN NY 2D YR D7IND MINIPYY 8 Py
: DN MV PYTINND MIVAND 1 PRI DN

“8. Exceptional circumstances such as internal political
instability or any other public emergency may not be invoked

to justify any departure from these basic principles.”
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“9. Law enforcement officials shall not use firearms against
persons except in self-defence or defence of others against the
imminent threat of death or serious injury, to prevent the
perpetration of a particularly serious crime involving grave
threat to life, to arrest a person presenting such a danger and
resisting their authority, or to prevent his or her escape, and
only when less extreme means are insufficient to achieve these
objectives. In any event, intentional lethal use of firearms may

only be made when strictly unavoidable in order to protect life”
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“26. Obedience to superior orders shall be no defence if law
enforcement officials knew that an order to use force and
firearms resulting in the death or serious injury of a person was

manifestly unlawful and had a reasonable opportunity to refuse



to follow it. In any case, responsibility also rests on the

superiors who gave the unlawful orders.”
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