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Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging

individually or collectively to private persons, or to the State, or to other public
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authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is prohibited, except where

such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations.

.0»PNN N (operations rendered absolutely necessary by military) 5731 53 oy02 »Inn 1ya
11298 N2WIN INPNN TWRD TNV DXNXNY NPNT IDIND WIANNY TN 971 PINN I ,N2>NN 912
TMOIRN NN DY PIND 7921 2N 19N YWAION MO NN YNV 910> 1NN L) XD ORY .TONTN NPND
: 53 PYvIVY

It 1s therefore to be feared that bad faith in the application of the reservation may
render the proposed safeguard valueless; for unscrupulous recourse to the clause
concerning military necessity would allow the Occupying Power to circumvent the
prohibition set forth in the Convention. The Occupying Power must therefore try to
interpret the clause in a reasonable manner: whenever it is felt essential to resort to
destruction, the occupying authorities must try to keep a sense of proportion in

comparing the military advantages to be gained with the damage done.

1 NIN MWIPA PN .DITRN 29810 YV International Humanitarian Law Databases -1 53 9y0 nawno

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-1949/article-53/commentary/1958?activeTab=

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or of reprisals. Civilian objects

are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 2.

2. Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so far as objects are
concerned, military objectives are limited to those objects which by their nature,
location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military action and whose
total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at

the time, offers a definite military advantage.
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3. In case of doubt whether an object which is normally dedicated to civilian
purposes, such as a place of worship, a house or other dwelling or a school, is being
used to make an effective contribution to military action, it shall be presumed not

to be so used.
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